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The Wonpereur Worto O Cranies U

“INTHE TEMPLE, THAD TO
be careful since I'm not at ali ;
Chinese,” sharves Jamie. “I Y N

didn’t reaily know how they'd ' N 0"' EB“ 0“
react. Seeingiton TV, though, wr Oscar Tan
is very different from seeing it right before your very eyes.” During
her Binondo excursion, on the other hand, the conspicucus head
turner wag mistaken for an industrial spy. “It was my first time
there,” she continues, “I learned a lot about how people are by just
merely looking at them, taking some shots and -
interviewing people.” Energetl adventurous
Jamieisalsopartof The
GUIDON and Aegis.@

CERTAINLY, WE DO NOT FIRST ASK THE
question “What's your religion?” while making new
friends. During Orsem, I remember losing no time in
chatting with those around me. They inguired and
talked about aimost anything—anythingexceptreligion.
The religion question came up only during the Mass,
when some people did not seem to know what to do, such
as make the Sign of the Cross, among other things, :

People did not make a big fuss over it. They did not ;
even seem to care, This seeming apathy towards different
religions, however, should not simply be taken as a sign
of acceptance and respect. It could mean a lot of other
things, such as intolerance, or even distrust. To really
know a person is to understand his beliefs and values,
things which hold the key to a person's nature. As
Froude would put it, “The secret of man’s nature lies in ]
his religion, in what he really believes about this world
and his own place in it.” Most non-Catholics would take
a friend’s non-guestioning of their beliefs as a sign of
acceptanee, and also a sign of true friendship. Maybe so.
But in truth, this kind of seemingly deep friendship is
just like the relationship between mere acquaintances,
shallow and weak.

The role of Theology in the Ateneo is to deepen
relationships—the relationships between God and men,
and the relationships between men. Here, non-Catholics
are offered a glimpse into the unigueness oftheir Catholic
neighbors. But, are our Catholic neighbors alse willing
to share in our uniqueness, as we share in theirs? The
key here is not conversion or condemnation. Our key

concern is an understanding of our—Catholics and

non-Catholica—unigueness as human beings, 4

a respect for our peculiarities and

strengths, After all, we are

only human, all equal

in the eyes of an

almighty  being
above.®
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otestants, Buddhists,

Atheists, Muslims:

These are the people

who make up the

religious minority of
the Ateneo. One can only
imagine the major adjustments
they have had to make in order
to fit into a Jesuit university
that requires 16 units of
Theology. For some of them, it
was almost like stepping onto
an alien world.

FirstContact :

The Sign of the Cross many Ateneans
take for granted is enough to make some of
these studentsfeel uneasy. Forawhile, Sheryl
Cu (I MIS), a Protestant, began asking
herself, “Is there really something wrong
about doing the Sign ofthe Cross?” She asked
thissines her high school teachers had taught
her that doing this was wrong, Most non-
Catholics eventually get used to this practice,
however. Lesley Ang (IIT MIS), also a
Protestant, recounts the firat time she led
her class in prayer: *T said out loud, ‘In the
nameofthe Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit’... Baka kasi maguluhon sila.”

The Sign ofthe Crossisoftenjust the first
of many new Catholic practices the non-
Catholic encounters. Even simple prayers
can be disturbing. “Natetense pa rin ako
kung ngaprapray. Minsen nga kungturn ko
na, pinapasakonalangsakatabiko,” shares
Clara® (IIMIS). Most Protestants pray their
owWn prayers, minus the formula invocation
and the Signofthe Cross, and thissometimes

elicits surprised
reactions from classmates or teachers.
Though there has never been any
discrimination, some non-Catholics choose
to memorize Catholic prayers for the sake of
leading prayers in class. Jennifer*, a
Buddhist, learned to pray the Hail Mary
from her cousin. She explained, “It was more
for convenience as it was n shorter prayer.”
Another Buddhist, Anna*, also learned to
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‘Theology classes

questions that
any hu can
relate t?)?g

—Dr. Christina Astorga
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pray the
Catholic

-»
way but felt “i
this waa hypo-

critical since she was ';} \"y
not a Catholic. »,
Atheigts have a hardertime

adapting. One of them, Mike*, remarka,
“Tfeltlike the black sheep of the class... . They
were all Catholice and knew how to pray.”
Once asked to pray in class, Mike declined
and told the teachers he did not know how.
Chris*, a Protestant turned Atheist,
specifically learned the
shortest prayer he could
find for class, the Glory Be.
Catholicism, for non-

add ress Very patholics, is nf;ticeably

. incorporated into the
baSIC human Ateneo routine, Sheila
_ H — Huang (IT LM) voices out:
questions, o (LD voices out:

Angelus. Kung nagma-
madali, nafoforce kang
mag-stop.” She and other
Catholica, however, have
learned te respect this
Catholicpractice. Goingto
Mass, Thowever, is
something most non-Catholics would not de
in the Ateneo. For some, the rituals in the
Catholic Mass appearstrange, Clara shares
oneexperience: “Naweirdohar ake, especially
noong nag-Ama NaminsaOrsemMass, Lahat
ngteo neg-joinhands. Inisip ko, ‘Anoivan?”
Some non-Catholicseven find the blessing of
thebread and wine strange. These, however,
are just the tip of the iceberg.
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Coping With Theclogy

Surprisingly, many non-Catholics do not
find Theology to be a hard course. Most treat
it as something to be memorized and studied
Just like any other academic subject. More
go, many of them have already become
familiarwith Catholiciam through relatives
or friends. Of course, some had difficulty
relating to Catholic doctrines and teachings
that contradicted their beliefs. For Minette
Co{IMEMath), thisproblem was nosurprise.
“Okay lang! Expected na rin kasi no
magkaiba ang teachings ng dolawang
religion. Ang kailangan na lang,
discernment.”

It iz often the Atheists and Buddhista
who encounter difficulty. For Anna, it was
her first time to read the Bible. Though she
knew some concepts about God, the Theology
lessons were very new to her, Nevertheless,
she reacts positively, “[Studying Theology,]
magopen yung world mo....malalaman mo
kung paana makiiungo sa ibang tao.” Churis,
on the other hand, found Theology really
difficult. “Closed ‘yung pag-iisip ko sa
Theology....napakabiased,” he confides,

Some non-Catholics have a hard time
expressing their own beliefs during class
discussions. Richard Chua (III Ps) often
experienced minor conflicts with his
classmatesduring group works. ‘Toften found
myself alone in my beliefs.” Other found
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doing the exegesis to be the hardest part.
Mike could not connect the exegesis to his
own experiences in life. Fortunately, his
groupmates were there to save their Atheist
friend from failing the subject.
Somenon-Catholics, though, see Theology
in a different light, sometimes in & more
profound manner. Lesley looks at Theology
as a challenge. She was made to think
critically as the subject questioned her beliefs.
Maria* shares a similar experience,
“Napaisip ako. The different conceptaabout
God confused me more than strengthened
my beliefs. Hindi na nga ako masyadong
active sa church ko ngayon.” Anna judged
some Catholic concepts {o be better than
their Buddhist equivalents, Though she is
still closer to Buddhism, she haa chosen not
tobelong to any definite religion since coming
to the Ateneo. “Medvo confused akongayon,”
she shares. “Kung isa lang Yung God, bakit
ang dami nilong (mga tao) nakiteng God?”

Beware of smorgasborgs

With Theology primarily a Catholic
subject, why not just hold special religion
clasees for non-Catholics? Dr. Christina
Astorga, chair of the Theology department,
sees no need for these. “First, we don’t have
the personnel,” she points out. “Second, itis
their (non-Catholic students) choice to come
to & Catholic university, se they should
already know what toexpect. Third, Theclogy
classes address very basic human questions,
such as the questionsofjustice and questions
about God—questions that any human can
relate to.” Dr. Astorga quotes from her
department’s Statement of Position to further
stress her points: “Unless the study of other
religions is premised on a serions and
thorough academicgrounding, one mayeither
commit error due to misjudgment ox fallinto
reductionism..,.To attempt to integrate the
study of other religions....would foster a
relativisticand smorxgasborg approach which
contradicts the basic goal of college Theology.”

In fairness, most non-Catholica are not
forced to agree with the lessona, “If they
disagree with some of the teachings, that’s
nottaken against them,” Dr. Astorga states.
“They can express their opinions as long as

OUJIN IR

they understand what they are disagreeing
with. Allwe ask foris acritical understanding
of the content.” What does she advise, then,
to non-Catholics who have yet to take their
first Theology class? “Just study,” she
recommends. “Just think of it as going to a
Muslim school and studying Islam.”

Aftershocks

Despiteconstant exposure to Catholicism,
conversion rarely crosses the minds of the
majority of Protestants. Some
Protestants like Maria have
chosen not to adhere to any

specific religion, though they ] i
still believe in God. Anna says ka.SI na mag kalba
that she will convert onlyifshe ang teaChlngS ng
getaachance toattendaretreat ic1i

for non-believers. Only a few da/awan‘,g I'e|IgI0n.
non-Catholics have actually Aﬂg ka,/angan na

thought of converting, Mike, for
one, has seriously thought of
converting to Catholicism. “1
was inapired, especially after
writing my God Question Easay for Theology
class,” he shares. “It made me find God.”
Carl*, however, had an altogether
different experience. He had a Theology
teacher, who, in hiswords, “could not accept
people as they are.” After the teacher found
out that he was not Catholic, the teacher
allegedly tried toconvert himto Catholicism.
At onepoint, Carl claims, the teacher hinted
that he would get a low grade if he did not
convert, Carl did not and he did get a low
grade. When asked if he felt he deserved the
grade, he replied, “Of course not! I even have
my test paper grades to back me up.”
Nevertheless, he did not complain to his
teacher. For Carl, he would “more of adapt to
Christianity than convert to Christianity.”
When Chinoyasked the Theology teacher
in question about this incident, he expressed
purprise. “I do talk to them (non-Catholic
studenta), yes, but ] never proselytize them,”
he responds, According to him, these students
oniy convert by their own free will and by the
grace of God. Regarding the low grade, the
teacher only has this to say: “He probably
didn't show a sufficient nnderstanding ofthe
course, or he resisted understanding
Theology....] think the student probably

lang,

¢ ‘Expected na tin
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misunderstood my efforts...”

Cathollcism...okay /ang

After all their exposure to Catholic
practices, are non-Catholic Ateneans fully
adjusted to Catholicism? Or is adjust even
the right word? Many students insist that
they are already fully adjusted. Some,
however, are not so sure. Minette atates, “I
can never be fully adjusted to or fully
comfortable with Catholicism... manageable

discernment.
—Minette Co

is more like it.” Chris
is more biunt, “T can

never adjust to
religion, but with academics, okay na.”

Fortunately, the Ateneo seematoprovide
an accepting environment for people of
different cultural and religious backgrounds.
For most non-Catholics, for example,
differences in religion are not hindranceain
developing strong friendships. “Kung ako,
flexible naman ako,” sharea Sheila. “1 just
focus on the similar aspects of our religion,”
Love may be more sensitive and some would
rather find a partner withthe same beliefsto
reduce problemaduring marriage. For some
though, religion is atill not an issue. “Fprefer
another Buddhist, but it's okay if he's not a
Buddhist, as long as he does not force me to
convert to his religion,” Jennifer expresses.

Non-Catholica cannot deny that studying
in the Ateneo has broadened their views,
regarding Catholicism, and regardinglifein
general. They, in turn, have enriched their
second home, Some have even realized that
“there’s nothing really wrong with
Catholicism.”®

* names have been chaned to proteci the
privacy of the interviewees
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he following scene greets
the first-time visitor to
the Tutuban area in Divisoria:
Jeepney drivers with absolutely
no regard—or perhaps
knowledge—of traffic
rules, pedicab drivers who do
not mind scratching your car,
vendors whose concept of the
sidewalk extends to half of the road,
and garbage, flies and muck. And, an
Oriental-looking structure that tries
to blend into the scene.

One wonders what in the world a
Buddhist {emple isdoing amidst the seeming
chaosreferred to as “onliin dapilipins.” The
same sight may greet one taking a leisurely
stroll in more pleasant surroundings. One
may pass a fancy house or two ina

Quezon City residential area and do ..;
adouble-take upon seeing a red gate B (1 ;

past which lies a compound with
dragon figures and a very large
incense boat.

The Filipine culture has embraced
Buddhism. Halad, offering fruits, candies
and foods tothe saints, is a practice taken for
granted. Se is hanging a pokwa, a red
octagonal disk with the circular mirror st the
center, over one’s doorway to bring good
fortune, Itisnowonder, then, that a Buddhist
temple fits right into the Divisoria hubbub.

IntoAnotherworld
The sticky fragrance of hiu (incense or
joss sticks) heralds the presence of a temple.

Scene Sreaver This strctufe tries to bi
“but ends up tewering over neighbioring

One can aleo watch for pillars of amoke that
emanate from one during feast days. These
are due to the burning of paper “money” by
worshippers. Kim has gold lining and is the
astral paper currency for saints while bun
has silver Lining and is for dead relatives,
“Buti pa ang patay, may steady income,”
quips a temple regular while throwing “gold”
crowns made of packed sawdust into a
furnace.

Once one reaches the main doorway of a
temple, one can’t help but marvel at the
craftsmanship of the liona found on either
side. Aside from making the place look more
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Chinese, they, as one caretaker puts it with
a smile, “acare bad people away.” Okay. A
little known fact, though, isthat the ions are
always a couple. Whether in a temple in the
Philippines or in the Forbidden City in
Beijing, the male lion canbe identified by the
globe under his paw while the female has a
lion cub under hers. :
The main doors of temples themselves
are usually red to signify good luck. And,
they always come in pairs. On them can be
found pictures of two fierce-looking Chinese
generals; one on each door, The pair are
actual historical figures from China’s 5,000
vear old history. Because of their great
milifary exploits, the Chinese of long ago
elevated themtothe status of gode. Like the
lions, these fierce-looking, colorful sentinels
are also there to scare away evil spirita.
Once inside the temple, it is easy to find
oneself drawn into a different world. The
pillars and the beams are quite extraordinary
hecause aside from the intricate carvings
(usuaily of phoenixes, peacocks and dragons),
they are connected without the aid of nails,
just like the famous Tian Tan or Temple of
Heaven in Beijing, They were allconstructed
with such precision that they basicaly fit

into each other. Rounding out the interior
are paintings on the pillars, well-molded
figures of gods, bronze gongs and cymbals,
and the ever-present incense urn,

In almost every corner and along the
sides of the interior are the altars for the
minorgods. These are usually a bit low; some
temples have the minor altars at knee-level.
The main altar is usually found at the center
of the temple. Thexre, one finds rows of
kneeling cushions, rows of the gongs monks
use during prayers, and mounds of burnt
incense that overflowed from the bathtub-
size incense urn. In the middle of all this

standsthe largerthenlifestatue of Buddha-—-
Prince Siddharta, not the guy with the big
belly—that is usually plated with real gold
and encased in glass.

Going toa Buddhist temple is Like visiting
an old museum. I one disregards for a
moment modern amenitiessuch agsinks and
electric fans, one can imagine that he was
thrown back in time.

Why certain things are done

Prayers for thedead Prayersare generally
led by the monks. Buddhist prayers usually
come in the form of chants accompanied by
the beating of bronze gongs and cymbals.
Now, if one’s Chinese is rather basic, one
should not think for one second that one will
be able to keep up with the monks and the
more experienced worshippers. Usually,
though, prayers led by monks are said in
remembrance of the gods and the dead. How
can one tell? In some temples, monks pray
daily facing tablets with names of the dead

" inscribed on them. Evan Chua (IIf MEco,

SecGen) remembers something like this from
her childhood: “fOn the Chinese equivalent
of All Saints’ Day,)] magbibigay ng little
amount of money lapos sila [monks na kolbo)
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" nabahala mag-celebrate.” The bill for these

gervices, however, can run to P100,000 per
tablet in some temples,

Incense By the doorway of every temple
is a huge stack of joss sticks, usually red or
vellow.In more organized temples, these are
already bundled in sets for individual use.
Beside the josa sticks is an il lamp that
burns continnously during worship hours
and is used for lighting the sticks.

Unknown to many, Highting a josastick is
not as simple as lighting a cigarette. For
example, in worshipping Buddha and other
major gods, ome must light three sticks
because offering three is considered the
highest honor. For minor gods, one canlight
one or two. Another rule is that one cannot

light a broken joss stick. For some, offering a
broken stick is congidered a great insult.
Also, it is considered a bad omen ifone’s joss
stick falls down after it has been stuck into

-

ant St - This pillar Is-an imposing

~ Aperson may ask whetheritisa good

Grant Stan ; ht. Too bad th
‘average teen-ager cannot read the inscription.
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the ashinside the incense urn. Finally,
it ia a tradition that the incense urn
cannot be cleaned no matter how dirty
it has become. According a
worshipper, “Cleaning the incense
urn without the permission of the
gods would bring bad luck.”
Communing with the gods In the
Buddhist faith, it is usual for
worshipperstoask the godsquestions,

time to move to another address or
whether a particular woman is fit for
marriage—practically anything.
Some even ask if a certain woman is
fertile or notor whether their spouses
are being unfaithful! The more
common guestions, though, relate to
business and luck.

There are three ways oftalking to
the gods. The first practice involves
toseing a bundle of sticks
after praying to the gods.
Afterstating one’s question,
one takes a cylinder of
wooden sticks and tosses
them like a salad, making
gure that no sticks fall out of
theeylinder, One then takes
the stick that juts out the
farthest and reads the
inscription. Whatever is
writtenon the stick is one’s answer
from the gods.

Another way involves a pair of
half-circle-shaped pieces of wood.
First, one puts the two togetherand
waves them in a circular motion
over and around the incense urn.
One asks the god one's question
while doing so and then throws the
pieces to the ground with boeth
hands. If both shells land with the
flat sidesexposed, that means “ves”.
if they land with the curved sides
exposed, that means“no”, Butifone
shell lands with the flat side exposed
and the otherlands with the curved

S

Incenst Usn Thieash of all me-lh:ehse burned previously prévides'
a base in which one can stick his fighted Incens_e__ stick.

side exposed, that means the god is laughing
atyou. It seems that even ancient gods have
a sense of humor,

The third method is not available in all
temples. It involves talking directly to the
goda by means of a person who acts as their
veasel. Imagine this: One moment, the monk
ispraying and in the next, he is possessed by
the god he invoked. It can be a creepy sight
towatch for some, Some mediums, however,
are even supposedly able topredict typhoons
andearthquakes.

Buddhism and Generation X
“My Mom used to go to Baclaran every
Wednesday and then would go to the Taoist




or Buddhist temples also,” recalled Father
Johnny Go, 3.J. inthe September 1998 issue
of Chinoy. Why do teen-agers today go to
Buddhist temples despite their being

y Catholics? Many gowith their families while
afewdobelieve that the practice contributes
a certain goodness to their lives.

Myr. Glenn Garfield Ang of the History
Department shares his personal theory: “It
isnot somuch that thetemples are Buddhist
that's why the honoring hasto be done there,
but {people are] actually honoring ancestors
who happened to be Buddhists.” My, Ang
opines that templegoing today haslessto do
withconversion to Buddhism; ifthe ancestors
belonged to ancther religion, then chances
are the honoring would be done elsewhere.

“Actually, that's the thing about ethnic
Chinese culture,” Mr. Ang continues. “It
does not really deal with religions as devout
religions, but as waya of life or philosophies.

{feft) Nearby -
_stores cater to the.
-needs of temple-” -

goers and parailel

their counterparts
found near large

Christtan churches,
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It's something like, ifit could blend, ifitdoes

not contradict my sense of reasoning then I
can make it blend more Like that. I guess
that's when it can clash with the inherent
blind faith idea that, you know, ‘T'm the one
God and thou shall not have any other God'a
before me’ whichkind of seems tobe defied by
playing on both religions.”

Mr. Ang notes that what is beautiful
aboutthe meeting of Ateneansand Buddhism
i8“the sense of harmony and wholesemeness
that Buddhism as a philosophy supports or
cultivates.” He feels that this is very much
compatible with the Atenean thrust of the
well-rounded individual.

AuthorJohannes Sia notes that becanse
of his good nwmber of Buddhist relatives,
going to temples is nothing new to him. He
professes curiosity about the different gods
and practices—and the free food monks give
to worshippers. “For religicus people who

abstain from meat and spices, their cooking
ia quite good!” he notes emphatically, More
seriously, though, he encourages hispeersto
goahead and gowiththeirfamiliesto temples
if they find that this enriches their lives.

Religion and tradition have intertwined
in the Buddhist temple, and many of our
generation are uneure of where they are in
between the weavings ofthe two, The temples
and the traditions they encapaulate, however,
cannot simply be dismissed as anachronisms
inour modernage. Onecanatillappreciate a
four year-old cousin eyeing joss sticks with
curiousity.

Mr. (Glenn Ang ends his thoughts with a
quote from Kublai Khan: “Since we do not
know which is the true faith, the best wayis
to try not to go out of our way to antagonize
any single one of them.” This, perhaps, best
captures the eclectic approach of some to
faith.@
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. Provos sy Jamie Ferner

Story &v Jamie Fernen, KimperLy
Passiona, Tina Kroz anp Oscar Tan
GrarHics sy Oscar Tan

Bbon hearing the word Binondo, many things come to mind:
Jcrowded streets, kalesas, temples, figurines, clothes,
medicinal herbs, lanterns, and of course, food. Binondo,

[ among other things, is a tangle of eateries of all sizes and
@ kinds. If one does not mind cramped, noisy eating areas
and the complete lack of ambience, one will easily find
that Binondo is the place to find new meaning in the description
“delicious and cheap.”
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Noodles and dimsum

One should not expect a. well-dressed
lady to meet one at the entrance of the
average Binondo pansiteriaandask “Smoking
or non-smoking?” Instead, one should be
alext and ready to race to the first available
table one sees.

The amell of dimsum greets one at the
entrance as the steamers are usually placed
outside the reataurants. Uponentering, one
cannot fail to notice the cooking area. In
some places, this is practically beside the
tables for the customers, In others, it is
further inside, but still visible, This makes
for a difforent eating atmosphere; there are
noglass windowabetween the diner and the
kitchen unlike in finer restaurants.

These places often look dirty and can be
crowded with people laughing, emoking and
chatting. Everyone will be drinking tea as
well since it ie free, Upon noticing ail this,
one should not expect to be handed a menu.

To decide on one’s order, one can refer to
crude signs with names of dishes and prices
attached to the walls, Of course, one can
simply just take a look at the different kinds
ofnoodles in the bowls lined beside the cook,
waiting tobe prepared.

Specialties include different kinds of
mami, lomi, chemi (fried noodles) and pancit
canton. A favoriteis maki mi, beefand noodles
served in a mixture of starch and water
inatead of soup. Maki is the same dish without
the noodles, Many side dishes are also
avaiiable, ranging from ma chang (a
triangular rice cake with beana and meat
inside) and c¢ho mah (sweet and sour) to
oysater cake (anomelette-like dish of oyaters
and vegetables best eaten with ketchup).

If one enters a dimsum house, he will be
faced with a dimsum cart piled with
containers of dimeum ready to be placed on
his table at the point of a finger. This is &
system eeon even in the finer restaurants,

FoR EVERY ALTION

THERES AN EquaL  REACTION

One cansamplebeefiripe and adidas(chicken
feet) cooked in spicy oil and radish cakes.
More familiar dishes include siopao, shark’s
fin siomai, spare ribs, beef balls and sliced
century eggs.

Noteworthy names include Manoasa,
Delicious restaurant, Ma MonLuk and Ling
Nam. One customer remarks, “Sa mga
pangiteria, masarap sobraang food... forless
than P200, busog ka no, ang sarap-sarap
pal Mark Pabilona, a DLSU sophomore,
points to Mazuki, “Sabi ni Mommy special
daw angsabaw doon. Masustansyadaw kaya
pinapainom sa amin.” Mark notes that the
discriminating Chinese tongue wiltbe able to
genee a difference in mami in Binonde and
outside of it. “Mas masarap ang sabaw ng
noodles sa Ling Nam ng Binondo kaysa sa
tbang branch,” he opines,

Bakerias

Aclarification: the definition of ‘bakery”
inBinondois much locserthanone is familiay
with. One can enter and be greeted with a
mixture ofscenta from allthe kinds of pastries
one’s ama probably grew up with. Products
are displayed in the many trays and stands
in the shop. An old Chinese peracn usually
standswatchat the cashvegisterand swapa
stories londly with regulars,

The most familiar product these bakeries
carry is hopia, monggo paste wrapped in a
thin wrapper. Binondo is the place to find
hopia ofall kinds: ube, pineapple and peanut,
toname afew, One may alsodiscover monggo
dice. Other snacks range from bread and
almond cakes to Chinese-style ensaymada,
pastries with red puffed rice on them and
gelatin. Mark adds, “Pog season ng ctang
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(sacrifices), may binebentang mga asado, mga
pusit, mga suckling pig. Para so alay.” Big
namesinclude Salazar Bakery, Eng Bee Tin,
Diao Eng Chay and Po Chua Tin.

Carinderias and by-the-estero
eateries

One may try something new aside from
the finer establishments such as
President’s Restaurant and Mandarin
Villa and enter a Binondo furo-turo. It
may be a familiar drill for some. Just walk
in and over to the glasa counter, Pick up
atray and start pointing at the food behind
the glass,

Other small restaurants offera more
familiar—though a more informal—dining
experience. Someofthese have aquariums
by the window. Others have suckling pigs,
roastducks and sausages hangingtoentice
diners, Aud yes, a number dohave menus
handy,

A more adventurous diner may wish
to try the whele column of Chinese
restauranta found along the Pasig River,
near the bridge. For those worried about
any stench from the river, the amell of
cooking food overpowers it, Instead of
ready dishes, these places offer choices of
fresh seafoods, vegetablos and meata. One
can specify how one wants these cooked
a6 one buys his meal. It ie gimilar to the
setup of the old Fisherman’s Village and
Seafood Market, though on a much, much
smalleracale,

Oneshould not try teo hard
tocategorize the eateries; many
places serve a little of
everything, anyway. Eachshop
has its own story to tel], and
some have been around long
enough for one’s grandparents
to have frequented them. On weekdays,
students from nearby campuases fill the
cheaper fast-food like eateries, On Sundays,
one can see families leaving temples or
churches and lining up for lunch.
“Pinakamasarapangpaghein ditosaBinondo
kaya dinadayo ilo ng mga tao para lang
kumain,” explains Mr. Randy Majorkie, a

policeman stationed in Binondo for the last
six years. “Kahil na nakaka-high-blood at
nakakataba ong mga paghkain dito, punong-
puno pa rin ang mga kainon.”

Iz an authentic Chinese meal worth
choosing from dozens of restaurants, waiting
in line, and weaving through side streets?
The throngs who frequent Binondo
apparently think so.

“Kahit anong oras, buhoy na buhay dito
saBinondo,” states Lydia Migos, a waitreas
inthe Eng Lay Food Café, proudly. “Mahilig
kasing kumain ang mga Pilipino of Intsik.”
That must be the secret: the hungry stomach
speaks a universallanguage.®
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TeEAM

Team Pinoy
Mark Arreza

Tram CHinoy

Bambam Aquino

Tisoy

Christine "CO” Ong

Sabi nila, barat daw ang mga Intsik. Funny thin
about stereotypes: We take them for gran
without seriously wondering if they are really true...

sy Oscar Tan

TN AKING ADVANTAGE OF A
providential multiracial gathering
in the Sanggu Room one idle
Monday lunch hour, Chinoy decided to
test once and for all whether one’s barat
level is in one’s genes.

Three pairs were formed along racial
lines and were each handed a hundred
peso bill. They were told to eat lunch on
that in the Ateneo for a week. They were
allowed to go out to Katipunan, but not all
the way to UP. To spice up the competition,
the college doctor gave daily penalties to
reflect the nutritional value of their
menus. What followed was the mostinane
exercise in racism ever...

MONDAY

Team Pivoy takes anearly lead by sharinga plate
of eight cheesesticks (P10} at the Caf. Teaym Tisoy,
however, sststhe tone ofthe competition, VJ picks up
a stick of fishballs (P8)——dripping with sauce and
vinegar—and runs to the ISO and orders two cups of
rice (P8) and free soup, “Don’t forget our extenders,”
says Bam, who meets him there with toyomansiand
chiligarlicsauce borrowed from the Cafsiomaistand,
Four kinds of sauce combine to form a rather fitling
fishballatew. .

waters with two sticks of banana que (P20).
Pinoys:P30.60 Tisoys:P87.00  Chinoys:P80.00

TUESDAY

Tean CHINOY loses its composure and discreetly cails
in Korean ME teacher Mr. Ho Sung Lee (ME '98). Mr,
Lee pulls out a graphical calculator and a ream of pad
paper. Minutes later, KC, runs to the caf and returns
with... siomai (P24) and rice (P4). Huh??

The other teams eye the Chinoys’ advisorwarily and
make simple selections. Mark pulls out his baon: four
packsof Sky Flakes (P10). The Tisoys sharea plate of rice
(P4) and monggo guisado (P6).

Pinoys: P80.00  Tisoys: P77.00  Chinoye:P52.60
WEDNESDAY

The Chinoys fight an uphill battle as & piqued Mr.,

Lee hands them the last two smali ensaymadas from

1O Chiiity

. Osrimize Trs! ‘In the true spirit of ME, Teaw Tisoy tri to trim direct
The favored Team Crmvov seems tobe testing the abor costs by cooking thelr own fishballs. - SR

Baker's Village (P5). The Tisoys protest, saying the
Iunch bas to be filling. They are lefi speechless, however,
when Mr. Lee points out that they are dealing with two
of Celadon’s slimmest inembers. The Tisoys are overheard
murmuring that Mr. Lee is an Operations Research
teacher and that they are a pair of graduating ME
majors,

"The Pinoys, unknown tothe Chinoys, alsovisit Baker's
Village and gorge on monay and a butter slice each (P13).
The Tisoye regroup in a nearby sari-sari store and scan
the shelves. Bam holds up a can of his “old reliable,”
Rambosardines (P7.80), in triumph. VJ purchaees four
pan de sals (P4) and the Tisoys soon wipe the can clean.

Pinoys:P67.00 Tisoya:P65.20  Chinoys:P47.00
THURSDAY

The Pinoys abuse the Katipunan rule as they try to
widen their slim lead. Mark drives to Katipunan—to
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Julie's dorm! He returns with two thermoses of hot water
and a very, very large bowl. Julie sits in the Sangeu
room, waiting with two cups of Maggi Me-and My Mug
(P8). “Lotsof water, para sulit ang seasonings,” whispers
Mark.

The Tisoys walk in surprised, carrying the exact
same meai. They did better sari-sari store scouting,
though (P7). Bam reveals a different strategy, however,
as he pulls out a tomato (P3) and begina chopping it into
1 the noodles. Doctor Jo Yotcko, unfortunately for the
i Tisoys, declares both meals even in terms of nutrition.
~ Bhe does not react as KC walks in with four pieces of
! Spanish bread (P6) from a nearby bakery, but cries
something about typhoid and Hepa A when CO follows
holding two sticks of isaw (P3). Oops.

& peeene

! FRIDAY Julie Hudtohan

Team CriNoy clearly has ne chance and a day of
mourning is declared upstairs in the Celadon Room. The
girls sheepishly hold up their huling hirit, a balut each
from the vendorbeside the Aurora-Katipunan intersection
(P14). Team Pinoy, though, seems to be thinking along
* the same lines. Julie sneaks two eggs (P6) into the Caf
* kitchen and hard beils them. Mark waits outside with
the large bottle of salt from Food for Thought and all the
condiments he can muster. Bam performs some quick
calculations and discoversin horror that the Pinoys’ egg
salad leaves the Tisoys with only P2.20 of breathing
room! :

Home turfadvantage, however, comesintoplay. The
¢ fivesimultaneous meetingsin the Sanggu room screech
y  toahaltas Central Board Executive Vice-President and

Bam’s right-hand man Blue Aldridge (IV Comm) stands
up. Bam wraps his arms over Blue's shoulder and begine
whispering. The Pinoys wait breathlessly. The Tisoys
stand up and run to... The Calf Upstairs! The relieved
Pinoys break out in langhter as various CB memberscry
out in shock,

Unfortunately for the Pinoys, The Calf Upstairs
proves to be their undoing. VJ and Bam make a
toast with theirbowls of free chicken and vegetakle
soup as Blue enters with four glices of tasty bread
(P2). “Pare, di pala tayo bagey maging Tisey,”
exclaimp Bam to his partner as the final scores are
tallied. Dr. Jo adds insult to the Pinoy’s injury and
declares that the two-peso meal contains proteins,
carbohydrates, fats and vegetables—the only
complete meal in the game!

The Chinoys hang their heads in shame and
claim that their performance was merely a ruse to
lull everyone into a false sense of security. CO
allegedly reveals her secret plan for the economic
domination of the Ateneo after she gets married to

the son of a rich tycoon.@ “Back To THE Drawing Boaro Team CriNov tries to scout for cheaper
afternatives to the Caf.-Better late than never.

Team CHINOY
Karen “KC"” Cheng

Chiiiéy 17
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into the conference
‘room by our

and slacks, he exudes an

aura. of ease in his executive

headquarters not found
accompanying the
conventional coat and tie.

Though his name and face are probably
all too familiar in Yocal businesa circles, Mr.
X is content to merely divulge his thoughts,
baliefs and experiences without revealing
his identity. “Cha bo lang chay ah,” (So
nobody will know) he says, and proceeds to
shinre six years’ wotth of experience in the
restaurant industry and the many lessonahe

1éarned in decades of business,

12 Chiftby

kmple. This is the first
word that struck me as
we were being ushered

interviewee, “Mr. X”.
Garbed in only a polo shirt

wr Joan Crua
GRAPHICS AND PHOTOS
»Y Coarres Uy amp
Oscan Tan

As ssful entrepreneyr shar

lesson
from building a restaurant chain from_the fir. up.

Gutsy Beginnings
Mr. X graduated from the UP Diliman.

“InUP, there’s a whole different spectrum of
students from all over.” he atates, Of the
three choicesopen tograduates—take further
studies, seek employment, or set up
business—Mr. X opted to pursue
entrepreneurship. “It was my game.” he
recalls. “There are a lot of opportunities in
businegs, but first you have to have capital.”
He adda, “It's you against the world.”

Mr. X's flagship company manages a
variety of businesses, a restaurant chain
being one of the most visible. He begins,
“Everybody tries to find a nice product that
fills a niche, either a market or a product
niche.” He started by looking around and
checking what was available. His choice to
venture into the food business was based
mostly on gut feel. “You have to feel good
{about what you're doing],” he explains.

He began all by himself. It was his first
time to venture into food, but he had other
prospering businesses back then, It took him
6 to 9 months conceptualize, but he moved
quickly after that. Five months later, he
opened his first store in Makati in 1993.
“There was no looking back,” he says.

As with any venture, challenges
presented themselves along the way. Fora
newcomer, eatablishing a reputationcanbe
guite hard with so many competitors in the
market. But Mr. X notes: “The more players,
the healthier the business, because it ativacts
a bigger share of the market.” A second
challenge was uniqueness, “the challenge of
starting from scratch and not copying what
others have already done.”

Courting the tongue

Thiz may be hard to bélieve,
but hia chain's first recipes were
aciually developed by Mr. X
himgelf—right down to the
trademark sauce. Now, however,
he hasa product development team
that takes care of the formulation
of new dishes, Mr. X's approach to
sampling a recipe under
development is quite unusual: “I

try a certain product untilit reachesagertain
flavor, then I walk away from it for months
and come back aftertotaste it alloveragain.”
Though he has opened over 20branches and
a second, completely different restaurant,
Mr. X still remains close to his food, For one
. his fish and chips are named after his two
sons. Helaughs and explainsthat it wasboth
something different and partofan attempt to
capture a London aura for the dish.

Since he was once his own cookbook, it
followed that Mr. X waa once hia own cook.
“Cooking is an intriguing aspect [of the
business],” he reminisces about hisowndays
behind the grill. “It takes a certain degree of
passion. it is not juat a phyaical process of
going through the motions of flipping the
meat.” This sense of craftemanship is what
hetries totransmit to hisstill growing family
of grillmen, It canbe quite poetictopicturea
cook as a sculptor who worke with a chisel of
flame and stone of meat, but one delights in
a meal served with passion and a smile,

At the very least, this is an art easily
appreciated by any grumbling stomach. “You
basically have a product--a meat at room
temperature which undergoes two atages of
cooking,” Mr. X describes vaguely (and adda
jokingly that even the témperature at which
his ribs are cooked is a trade secret). “The
firat stage is called the grill fire where the
meat is coocked up t6 a certain degres or
temperature, The second is the plain broil,
which seals all the juices ingide the meat.”

. “Friendstitp developed out

of business s stronger
than business developed
out of friendship.”
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Ayounger cougin of the ribs and fish and
chips is Mr. X's line of burgers. He describes
these with the same passion: “The eating
experience we want togive youis to have you
take a big bite into the burger and taste a
100% pure beef patty with all the juices
cozing onto your lips.” As with his other
products, Mr. X is proud of the quality he
maintains in his burger patties. “We don’t
use any extenders,” he states beaming.

The feod business was not exempt from
the fallout of the economic decline felt over

the past year, The response of the burgersis
representative ofthe restaurant’sgameplan:
smaller servings, and thus lowerprices, “We
haven't changed,” Mr. X reiterates, “The
quality of service i still there. The product is
also the same. We only lessened the
servings—a smaller bun, less meat but still
100% pure beef—to make it more affordable.”
The restaurant chain now offers a wide
selection of budget meals that cover a wide
range of priee brackets, Mr, X sume up the
situation: “Although people are not eating

I never
compromise
quality, service

or ethics,”

concerns, the marketing concerns, the
financial concerns... All are
challenging because the market is
constantly changing. You haveto know
as much as you can.” Everything else
aside, however, business boilsdown to
people. .
Thie can have ita downsides. “The
attitude of the people can sometimes
be frustrating, along with the policies
you sometimes wish youdidn'thave to
dealwith,” Mr. X recounts. “ButIguess
it’s part of the territory,”
he concedes,

Dealing with a myriad
of personalities is
something many
Ateneana dream of doing
aftergraduation, and Mr,
Xis hardly implying that
it is not rewarding. “We
[businessmen] must make every
effort to maintain good will
because it is good will in the
past that will come back in your
favor,” he says. He elaborates,
paying that when things—or
you—go wrong, sometimes it is
only good will built up in the
past that keeps a business
relation. He adds from experience,
“Friendship developed out of business is
stronger than business developed out of
friendship.”

Isthis personal sense of importance of
friendship a very Chinese way of looking
at things? Mr. X doesn’t think it’s unigue
to Chinese, but does admit that one's
Chinese upbringing affects every aspect
of how one doesbusiness, Hebelieves that
the fundamental strengths of Chinese
entrepreneurs are patience and
perseverance. Does his supposed distant
relation to one of the ruling dynasties of
China influence his life as well? “Dynasty?”
he jokes. “T'm ‘The Nasty.”

Getting the right people is important in
anyorganization, and the growth of the chain
necesgitated the formation of their Service
Training Academy. Would-he managers,
including people from the franchises, undergo
a four-week training program there, In the
first week, food orientation,

“ Is an intrigui

out as dining crew members and eventually
became dining supervigsors, production
peraonnel, and store managers. One area
business manager, an administrator between
the store and headguarters levels, rose
through the ranks in this way.

“We have to remember the bruatality of
surviving inthebusinesaworld,” Mr, X warns,
“There are no room for errors, no second
takes.” Mistakes eventually lead to loss—
whether financial or in terms of missed
opportunities. Apersonal sense of excellence
is called for: “When you've made a
commitment to yourself to pursue a certain
goal, you must live up toit, People will judge
your reliability based on your performance.”
This kind of uncompromising attitude has
sustained him for pix years and earned hie
chainits niche. “I never compromise quality,
service or ethics,” he emphasizes proudly.

Degpite hie bold take on the business
world and its ups and downs, though, Mr. X
isstilt clearly a simple mandeep down, When
asked what the most rewarding thing a
restauranteur can experience is, he
immediately answers something other than
money, fame or a sense of having created
something. “When you see people lining up
atyour stores to taste your product and keep
coming back,” he ends, “that’s the most
rewarding experience I've ever had."®

ng aspect. 1t takes a certain
degree of passion. It is not just a physical process of
going through the motions of flipping the meat.”
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applicants familiarize themselves
with the restaurant’s menu and
prices, The second week isspent on

out less—they still need to eat at least three
times 2 day-—-they are more price-sensitive
now.” He cautions, however, that while

pricing has become all the more important, on-the-job training and exposure, 4
one can pever sacrifice quality. It is back to the classroom in the _ 5
third week and tests and graduation LR
People make business happen in the fourth, ALING NENAL ETo A Ho
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chain’s employees. Some started

diversity,” Mr. X relates about the view from
the top. “The operational :oncerns, the legal
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f music is the sister art of mathematics, then
cooking is the brother art of music. The ancient
Chinese paralieled music and food. There are only
five tones and only five tastes, they said, but these

are enough to create infinite combinations of beauty.
An inseparable part of the magic of both, however, has
always been the places they are found in.

Secret of the soup stock

One name has always stood out in the
fine Chinese reataurant scene: Gloria Maris
Shark'sFin Restaurant, One cannot missthe
large building beside Virra Mall when turning
into the Greenhills commercial area from
Ortigas, Asthe name implies, their specialty
is of course S8hark's Fin Soup. The main
ingredient is shredded shark’s fin. “You can
have it with crab meat, shredded chicken,
lIobster mout...” Angie Tan, Assistant General
Mansager, notes the combinations. “However,
the secret ia in the soup stock used.” It is the
stock that gives each restaurant’sshark’s fin
soup recipe a distinctive taste.

Describing the rest of the menu makes
the uninitiated curious and the familiar
mouth water. Peking duck is a given, but
how many people have tasted Black Chicken
with Ginseng Soup? How many have sampled
acrab prepared cold; not
crabstick sashimi but
with shell and all?
Eating at Gloria Maris
is a good reason to ask
one's parents about the
ingredients of Chinese
dishes, ranging from
fine, hairlike fungus and
gea cucumbers to the
spemfm varieties of

..Breens. gnd fish. Even__. .
Sfamiliax foods aregiven

spareribs and congee with very fine rice
grains.

Gettingthe mg'ned.lents forallthese dishes
is an adventure in itself. Many are easily
aourced from the provinees, Others are more
oxotic. Special kinds of clame, for example,
need to be ordered from Canada. Ostrich
meat comes from Australia, though it is
gourced from Hong Kong,

What it takes

“Every so often, a new Chinese restaurant
comes out with a new kind of food,” explains
Angie about the challenge in running a
Chineserestaurant. “You have to keep your
own food consistent” Even maintaining
quality is not enough. A restaurant has to
continually introduce new dishes to keep
customers curious. Every two months, the
chefand the general managerof (Horia Maris
fly to Hong Kong to scout for new dishes.
“Kung ano ang mokitang use doon,
susubukan natin,” states Angie,

A restaurant is more than its food, it is
the totality of the dining experience it offora.
“You must keep your place clean and well-

maintained,” Angie ticks off from her mental

list. “You must keep your staff alert to the
customer'sneeds. Meals mustbe served with
a smile.” The people play an important role,
andthe staff must not think of themeelves as

waiters, but ag hosts.

“You can gain more customers if you are
approachable,” she explams, 80 a restawrant

Regular
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. ordera are recommended and taken with an
atmosphere of familiarity, Once, forexample,
the staffaccommodated anorder for a special
bowl of fish congee made for a regular's
mother-in-law who was sick and on a soft
diet. “At walang holiday dito sa amin,” adds
Angie. Their normal hours are from 11:00
AMt0 2:30PM and 6:00 to 10:00 PM, but they
wereopenon Christmas and New Year'sDay
and the nights before these.

Birds of the same feather?

Gloria Maris has a staff of 140 plus 40
casuals, but all 20 managers and cooks are
Chinese, “Itio easier to communicateifboth
of youspeak the same language,” says Angie.
She eatimates that 80% of their customers
are Chinese and it is comfortable for many of
them to be able to order and inquire about
new dishes in Fookien, One need not be
Chinese to appreciate the food and set up a
restaurant, however, She notes that Triple-
V opened its 8-Treasures, for example.

From her long experience in restaurant
management, Angie notes that therve are
distinet differences in managing different
kinds of restaurants. “Filipino-style
reataurants serve specific menu items,” she
begins, These restaurants do not serve new
dishes, sticking to a traditional Filipino
selection. “American-style restauranta serve
separatedishestoeachdiner,” she continues.
“Sa Chinese-style reataurant, angchallenge,
pabago-bago. You can take a certain kind of
fish and cook it in 20 different ways, lahat
masarap. Ngayon, ang uso, ganyan, tapos
may darating na bago galing Hong Kong.”

A market gaining popularity ia the
Chinese-style noodle house, and Gloria Maris
has expanded in this generation. “It is the
fad,” explains Angie, “al mas mahirap i-
expand ang fine dining.” The restauranta
and the noodie housesshare some dighes, but
the two target slightly different people,
People, for example, do not hold their
meetings and noodle houses, and Angie
laughs, “Peoplewithbodyguardsdon't usually
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dine in a crowded noodle house.” Not much
was required, bui they had to hire and train
new waiters. Acommissary alsohad tobe set
up to produce theincreased volume of dimsum
required, “We're doing fine,” Angie smiles.
“We just opened another branch in Banaue
and two more are on the way.”

Unforgettablefaces and moments

“You learn to interact with people,”
answers Angie when asked what the most
rewarding asrect ofbeing a restauranteuris.
“You meet a lot of people, people from all
walks oflife, from the president to people in
CD classes.” She enjoys being able to meet
people such as executives, foreigners and
other “big shots.” “You cannot go directly to
the president..,” she whispers, *but [ can.”

She picks out one function out of the
countless ones her people handled in the
past: “A couple spent their 50 annjversary
here, “Instead of going to church, they made
an altar here and got a priest. They had the
ceremony up there in the second floor.
‘Maganda yung decorations and everything.
Our place really looked like a church!”

One must have food to be able to eat, but
one must have company to have a meal. A
restaurant, more than just another place to
eat,isa kind of crossroads where people of all
kinds drop out of their
daily routinesand have
good food and
conversation, The large
white building in
Greenhills has borne
witness to many once-
in-a-lifetime moments:
baptisms, graduations,
waddings, family
reunions and countleas
other lunches and
dinners. This sharingin
the lives of ita patrons
makes each bite of its
food all the more
gpecial ©
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Ammo ChiLoren: Celadon members pose with Mr, and Mrs. Vlctor and Carmen Co and family after ngmg Chnstmas carols
to them. (laft) A mismatched couple victimized by Joy Tamas's Funny Bone,” .

ELADON HELDITS LAST GIMMICK FOR
1998 last December 21 at Cheryl Co's (1AB
Psy) house.

Emcee Joy Tomas (I1 IS, Fin) started off at
about 9:00 PM with Funny Bone. She gathered
geveral couples—with Jonas Khaw (II ME,

Promo) almost dragged kicking and screaming—and
began giving instructions such as “Girl's chin to guy’s
chest.” Faye Eloise Reyes (IMIS, Chinoy)stole the show
when she cried, “Hindi ko abot fang langhad ni Mike Sy
(I PaCE)//!F" Sherbert de la Cruz (I MIS) had tobe told
that the game was over after Mike and Faye won.

doy then asked eight of Celadon’s most macho guys
to form a civcle with bottles tucked between their legs.

Naw Year, E&

ri P held with fun, games and sinaing, but n bri‘

Nine girls had to grab the neck of a bottle, juat like
musical chairs. “Okayito,” pointed theguystoa 1-liter
glass Cokehottle. “Malaki... Mahaba... Matigas! Joan
Lim (II MgtH, SGCore) won, thanks to her successful
grab for James Julian Lim’s VMIS, EVPCore) bottle.

Checo then joined Jonas in leading a thanksgiving
caroling for her parents. Absences marred Faye'sKris
Kringle, but some mentbers gave gifts en masse. Jo-An
Darlene Chua (Il MEEcoH, Fin) distributed realiy cute
chocolate-filled glaases wrapped in yellow cellophane
while Tina Khoe (I MgtH, Chinoy) gave out fruitcakes.

Also present were Charles Ng, the president of the
UP Chinese Students Association and Celadon alumni
Geofirey Chua (ME '98) and Winston Co (ME "98), “Wala
kasing driver si CO [Christine Ong (IV MCT,
President)],” explained Charles. @

E2 Wity wins Ketadow Rine Bak Duen fBSns

oy Oscan Tan

JOYTOMAS (I118, Fin) GATHERED THE
Celadon room fambay community for a
mini-gportsfest last October 30, report card
distribution, at the college covered courts.

The guys started with basketball and
table tennis. Everyone then switched to
volleyball, During one exchange, however,
the ball landed way out of bounds—into the
next court and a Tenghalang Aleneo
rehearsal for Kahapon, Ngayon at Bukas.
Dr. Ricky Abad had a few words with the
players, and that was the end of volleyball.

A four-car convoy later proceeded to
Greentanes. The Celadon Pro 9-Ball game
boiled down to Brian Sy (I ME, VP-Promo)

I6 Chifby

and Lloyd Imperial (III MIS, Ops). Aslip by
Lloyd gave Brian “Ez Why” a perfect shot at
the 9-ball. He haughtily asked, “Want to
concede now?" before proceeding toscratch.
It was Lloyd’s turn to laugh out loud and he
lined the balls for a shot into a corner pocket,
He sunk both balls, losing the game.

Faye Eloize Reyes (IMIS, Chinoy) came
back from a 9-2 deficit to beat Oscar Tan (I}
MEEcoH, Chinoy) 3-2 in the Amateur’s 8-
Ballgame. “jdcjdcjde,” she chortled repeatedly
thronghout the latter half of the match.

Thebilliards pros claimed they wera too
tired to do anything more and called it a
night at about 8:30 PM. They met Pol Alcazar
(IV ME, AVP-Ops) on their way out and
suddenly found the energy for bowling.©

sy Euinon
PHOTOS AN

Raue, th
October

Sponsor
Clothing
annualb

AWildi
Relea
Ateneo ¢
Rivers,
Gorgeous
the muck
their stu
JAG desi
make-up.
withthes
theircont
performa
enjoymel
anddanci
relievedo
Man
predomir
night, ad:
MEGAal
of the 1
coincider
Quiec(IV
gift certif
new bal
embarras
akalain 1
gabingiy
jointhe p



"

sy Eunorz Lim anp Canoy Bata
Proros anp Grarurcs oy Oscar Tan

ANY ATENEANS LET
loose all the stress built
up over finals week at

Rave, this year's Blue Rock, last
October 17, 1998 at Blue Lizard.
Sponsored by 89.9 Magic, Jag
Clothing, Mega and Body Shop, the
annual bash was well-attended.

A WIld Night And A Babe

Release, a band popular with the Cealasd

Ateneo crowd and formerly known a8 Gary Qﬁia‘

Rivers, opened at about 8:00 PM.
Gorgeous models then stole the spotlight in
the much-awaited fashion show, strutting
their stuff on the catwalk with signature
JAG designs complemented by Body Shop
make-up. The MEGA staffwere so impressed
with their modeling skills that they asked for
theircontact numbers afterwards, Possage’s
performance afterwards capped the night's
enjoyment. Everyone was soon on their feet
and dancing to the beat, partying as students
relieved of first somester final exama should,
Many walk-ing joined in the
predominantly Ateneo crowd late into the
night, adding to that night’s partying mood.
MEGA alsoannounced Rove’sbabe and hunk
of the night: Jane Kingsu (IV MIS),
coincidentally the project head, and Gary
Quiec(IVME, EVP). Each received a P1,000
gift certificate from MEGA. Asked about her
new babe status, Jane replied, guite
embarrassed, “Nagulat ako! Hindi ko ngo
akalain ne may naka-notice pa sa akin sa
gabing iyon.”She was too busy backstage to
Join the party, but nevertheless insists that

wpse Guess *Pagoalin a0 19

he told the room famiays: .

she still had fun, “Paged
na pagod ako! But as long as
nokikita kong nag-eenjoy ang mga tao,
masaya ha gko,” she shares.

The Baclstory

The concept for Bauve came from the
warehouse-type rave parties that gained
popularity earlier in the year. After last
year's In Groove, Rave seemed a fresh idea
for this year. The venue, Blue Lizard, was
relatively unknown, but this was actually a
welcome change for party-goers. “Tt was very

Jane Kingsu’

Blue Rock hurdles finandial challena

premotions and entertainment, The next
step was planning the bands and the
fashion show, The models were
. selected through a seriesof anditions
heldin the Ateneo by CELADON and
© Jag half a month before the event.

Show Me The Money
Though economic conditions
forced the downsizing of this year's
" Blue Rock, Rave’s successis something
tobeproud of “This year, the members
were more active and given more exposure.
There were evensubstitutes for the officers
or project heads whenever they could not
attend the meetings,” points out Lloyd
Imperial ((ITMIS, Ops). Christine Ong IV
" MCT, President) describes the gains as
“sufficient to fund the upcoming projects of
Celaden such as the social outreach.”

One Ateneo freshman presented a very
different headache for Finance: He paid for
histicket witha check. Katrina Lim (IVIM,
Fin) jokingly commented, “The check is atilt
with us. I just hope it doesn’t bounce,” If
everyone had thought of doing the same that
night, perhaps Jane and Katrina would have
been doing a different kind of raving! @

hippie.. a very hip place”, as party-
goer Sheryl Cu (I MIS, AVP-Fin)
putit. Computersand billiards tables
rounded out the ambiance.

The planning for thisyear's Blue
Rock started during the summer
vacation. Celadon initially invited
MTV tohost the concert, but this did
not push through. The organizers
then tied up with 89.9 Magic, and
this arrangemenet helped with the

\¢

DIVINA DE LA CRUZ WALKED INTO
the Celadon room last December 16 with a
prescription for ulcer medicine amounting
toovera thousand pesos. When she walked
out, she did so with tears of joy.
My friend Neva Talladen, editor-in-
chiefof Heighis, had tried to helpherthe
other day, but her father ran out of
medicine samples. Aling Divina then
walked into the Celadon room. We
listened to her atory, and I called for a
stop in bridge to take a coliection. My
hoss and the nearest person, Gary Quiec,

Wi 1akes ap Withe 12 malcs somaoes haBpw

immediately handed me a hundred pesobill.
Inlessthantwominutes, Yhanded P490toa
very surprised old lady, Together with the
Heighsters' collection, that did it for her.

What struck me was the readinessof the
Celadon tambay community to give to a
complete stranger just like that. Call it our
upbringing or call it our nature, I'm just
proud of my orgmates. These are the people
I'mproud toinvite home and introduce to my
parents. These arethe people [ callmy friends,
and itislittle momentslike this that remind
me how blessed I am to have them. @
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CLINKING OF DICETHROWN
against bowls filled the Rizal Study
Fover during Lucky Moon, Lucky

Me Mooncake Festivol last September 30,
1998. Even at past five o'clock, excited
yakkity-yaks could still be heard from the
players.

Lucky’'sLegend

The Mooncake or Harvest Moon Festival
ig still one of the most widely celebrated
fastivals of Chinese all over the world. Itisa
time when family and friends gather and
celebrate by playing a game with dice.
Everyone usually ends uwp winning
something, and it is rave to see someone
leave a Celadon Mooncake game without a
huge bag.

Mr. Gad Lim, English teacher and gueat
speaker invited by Jo-An Parlene Chua (II
MEEcoH, Fin), shared three stories about
the origin of the festival. One tale was setin
the Yuan Dynasty (AD1280-1386), when
China was ruled by the Mongols, Leadera of
the preceding Sung dynasty were unhappy
and set out to coordinate a secret rebellion.
They distributed special cakes to the people
when the Moon Festival drew near, Inside
these cakes were messages outlining the
attack. The rebels successfully overthrew
the Mongol government on the night of the
Moon Festival and proceeded toestablish the
Ming dynasty. Today, mooncakes are eaten

tocommemorate this event.

chE Kol TINGNARN 0.,

Angther story romanticizes Chang Er,
who was believed to have taken a pill and
became a fairy. She flew to the moon o
escape from her husband. It is thought that
ChangErcanbeseenonthe moonwhenitia
at its brightest in mid-autumn, which falls
on the fifth day of the eighth month of the
lunar calendar. The date on the Weatern
calendar changes each year.

Lucky President

According toproject heads Jerilee Cu (IV
MEco) and Carl Ong (IV MCT), this activity
servesasamedium tointreduce non-Chinese
friends to a Chinese tradition. Prepared as
early as July, they considered Lucky Moon,
Lucky Me a success. And why not? They
watched the eighty-seven people who
attended, a mixture of walk-ins, department
staff membersand Celadon members, among
others, leave at about 7:00PM withamileson
their faces—and the black garbage bags that
were used to haul away their many prizes.

Were there complications? None really,
except for the distribution of the people to
their tables. “We have {o make it as even as
possible kung hindi may mag-cocomplain,”
explains Carl. They finally ended upwith 11
to 12 people per table.

One complication that was more of a
guirk wasthat last year's champion, our very
ownpresident Christine Ong AVMCT), also

F:mu.z The Lucky Moon core group takes a bow

won this year'sgame, She threw five fourson
one throw, netting this year's P1,000 first
prize. When asked whether thia was merely
a coincidence, Je laughed, “Sivempre may
nagsasabi na luto raw but I think it's just
luck! Swerte lang talega si COY Other
runner-ups were Ma'am Joy from the Office
of Student Affairs and Ma'am Grace de los
Santos fron the ME Department who each
recoived P500.

Lucky Gimmicks

A week-long simulation was held at the
Kostka Extension whereinpeople got to have
afreetrizlofthe game, “They were surprised
nalibre, commentsde. "Meron pa raw prize!”
She was referring to the free Piattos.

The tickets were another gimmick. The
intentionally large tickets were sold at P50 to
encourage more people to join. “Mura na
siya... look at the prizes we brought home,”
saysa Celadon member, pointing to the wide
array of prizes such as mugs, big hags of
choco and fruit rolls, eoke, bags, chocolates,
and of course, mooncakes.

“The woman behind the Mooncake was
Jo-An[Darlene Chua, Finance Mananger],”
praises Carl. “If it weren’t for the sponsors,
we would have had a hard time.”

“Sobrang worth it,” exclaims Cathy
Ongking (111 AB Psy, Opa). “Kahitang lakas
ng pressure sa amin ni Catha Lim (IV Mgt,
Opa).” The two Cathya share
along diatribe onthe logistics
for the project. They end

DigA K RIN
t JANG NACALo

laughing, perhaps at
themselves. Despite venue
changes and everything else
they had to put up with, the
Ops Managers feel fulfilled.

The verdict? “Everyone
went home happy” and
“People had fun,” remark Je

and Carl. ‘Nuff said.@
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R FOUR LONG, EXCITING NIGHTS
from December 18 to 23, families were
treated to renditions of well-loved

holiday tunesby the Celadon-MISA chorale,
Each song was greeted with heartfelt
applause, a sign of greater things to come
for Celadon’s firat major caroling venture.

It all bagan last sumimer... :

“It's not necessarily something new, but
something different for Celadon,” explains
Brian Sy (I ME, VP-Promo}, who made the
proposal asearly aslast summer. Twogroups
were formed: a core group that taught the
songs to the carolers and a finance team
tasked with finding aponsors.

Recruitment and rehearsals started
during the semestral break and continued
until the start ofthe Christmas vacation, At
the eleventh hour, the Celadon carolers
decided to team up with the Management
Information Systems Association group.
Brian, who became co-project head, shares,
“The team-up was kind of abrupt, but both
groups were cooperative, so it became no
problem.” Besides, the Celadon group for
some reason had adisproportionate number
of girls, and the MISA group had more
guys.The only problem, if any, came when it
wastime toshare the profits earned, but this
was quickly resolved.

Christmasantics

In some houses, the antics of kids
disrupted the minstrelsin the middle of their
songs. The carolers, barely able to contain

their laughter, somehow managed.
Eventhe convoys in between gigs proved
hilarious at times, Ontheirway tothe house
of Oscar Tan QIMEEcoH, Chinoy), the lead
cardrivenbyJonas Khaw (ITME, Promo) got
the entire group lost and—lteraliy!--going
incircles. “Nokakapagtake... Jonas lives just
several blocks away from my place,” says
Oacar, “Fo his credit, though, he got here five
minutesearly.”

The first night, however, ended on a
disappointing note. Of the three families
they were supposed to visit, two were not
home and had left money instead.
Fortunately, the fulfillment of the following
nights more than made up for this, In fact,
near the close of the Celadon Christmas
partylast December 21, the carolers received
a last-minute request from the parents of
Tina Khoe (I MgtH) for the next day.

Santifeelings
Evan Chua (JIl MEco, SecGen) shares,
“Itwaagreat to see the families appreciating
our singing. Magaganchan kang kumanita.”
An interesting comment came from
Oscar’s ama: “Celadon du we
ya sut, ya kwai, lon nang te.
(T'he Celadon girls were very
preity and very proper. They
were aswell-raised Chinese
girls should be.)”
Others stress the
camaraderieand group
effort. Brian marveled
at "how everybody
came together and
did something.
During the

15 4! ﬂ;’i ceoon &4 £
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practices,
magulo. But

when it was
time to be serious, eng galing sobra.” Sheryl
Cu (II MIS, AVP-Fin)}, the other co-project
head, however, waa struck by an altogether
different matter; “You'll never expect to get
P5,000 from animpromptu caroling sesaion!”
The participants consider the maiden
run an ungualified success. She, however,
tempers thiz elation, “Yes it was a success,
but there are still a lot of problems to be
worked out. We need to rely on our own
resources, But, we took the opportunity to
merge with MISA and it came out great.”
The gains from this project
will fund the aftermath of
Celadon’sSocie-Civic project.
The carolers wish to thank
the families who invited
them into their homes and
guarantee thatthiswillnot -
be Celadon’s Iast caroling
run.®

*Jomas Kaiaw Celadon's answer to
. Pavarotti. (left) Evan Chua
receives a blessing from a fan,

_Oscar Tan's grandmother.
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AGRAVEDIGGERINDR. JOSE
Rizal's Noli Me Tangerewasgivena
curious line: “T did not bury him
among the Chinese. It is betterto
drown than to be with the

Dr. Ricky Abad watches his
wards during a presentation of
Kahapton, Ngayon at Bukas.

Dr. Ricky Abad and company share their
insights on the treatment of the Chinese in the
powerful play Kahapon, Ngayon at Bukas, \K
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Chinese. (Locsin translation)” Years later,
Aurelio Tolentino wrote hisprovocative piece
Kahapon, Ngayon at Bukas. His first act
featured a Chinese villain, Haring Bate, who
bought the souls of Filipinos with his gold.

Symbolism of History

The play cast the Chinese with the
Spanish and the American colonizers. Dr.
Ricky Abad, director and moderator of
Tanghalang Ateneo, told andiences before
each performance that he hoped there were
no Americans in the audience because the
American flag was stepped on in one scene.
What he did not voice out was that he was
also weighing the possible reactions of the
sizable Chinese student popujation.

“First of all, it was not my choice but the
playwright's,” Dr. Abad clarifies. “Second,
the first act of the play is not actually a
historical account but just a symbolism of
Chinese capitalism or mercantilism
predominant in the Philippines during those
times,” Dr. Abad felt that the common
denominator the playwright wasemphasizing
among hie three sets of villains was greed.
While the Chinese never colonized the
Philippines, Chinese traders did hold
congiderable economic influence in the time
period approximated by the first act.

20 Chiiidéy

Acting Singkit

“Challenged” was Dr. Abad’s one-word
description of the production. The first act
was enchanting, right down to the sinuous
movements of the Chinese henchmen and
the distinctly Oriental soundtrack.

Yanny Yuzon is not Chinese and
wondered why he was chosen to play one.
“Palagi akong nangangapa,” he shares. “1
didn’t know what I was doing, especially
when they asked me to do those Chinese
‘sounds.” Yanny was afraid that he might be
basing his acting on stereotypes.

Yanny's friend Wesley Panutan, though,
had an easier time, “As a Chinese, hindi ako
nahirapan, Kontrabida nga, but that'sart.”
Wesley looked at the script as a job that had
to be done. “We have to stay true to what
Aurelio Tolentine wrote. Those are his
feolings, even though they might have
offended some people.”

Kahapon, Ngayonat Bukasencapsulated
the thoughts and emotions of an artist ofa
century past. This is how he—and a part of
Philippine society then-~locked at himself
and at history. We are bleaged with the
oppertunity to review why such emotions
wereembedded intoour higtory, Theemotions
of our presentsociety, though, are very much
different. Congratulations to Tanghalang
Ateneo for another display of creativity.®
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es AC MOTOR BRIVEN BRODUCTION OR HEFRIGERATION FACILITIES NEFIT EROM Pow

Typically, most AC motors are underfullload foronly fimited periods and atother
times, huge amountsofenergy arewasted as heat and vibration. Intypical appécations,
levelsof utilisation are approximately 50% with power losses estimated to bebetween
40% and 86% of the motor full load rating, Unfortunately, motors have no way of
Intelligenty adjusting the amountof electricity they drawin relation to the work they do.

Compliments of:

From the very first moment of installation, POWERBOSS will be paying for itself

‘ entirely out of the savings it generates. Substantial reductions in kilowatt hours and

maximum demsand charges, as well as improvements in power factor, combine to
guam;aecustomersaﬁsfaclionv&maspeedypayback—mnnallyhssﬂ;antmyam.
Inquire at ENERBOSS Trading, the Philippine distributor, today! ®
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shown over TV station ABC 5
firom 11:00 to 12:30 Noon
Every Sunday




EEEEEEEEEEEEE 5555

BE

‘ ’:é; ﬁf; ﬁ’&ﬁ‘%ﬁ'[‘ﬂﬁ‘@

GLORIA MARIS

—  SHARK'S FIN RESTAURANT

SEABSRER(FREREN) |
Main: C.C.P. Complex, Beside Coconut Palace :

- and Folk Arts Theater, Pasay City, Philippines
Tel. Nos.: 831-38-12, 831-38- 16

ﬁﬁﬂﬁuuﬂa/@mi}@z( Tégﬁ‘lu-&)

Gloria Maris (Greenhilis)

Greenhilis Shopping Center, Ortigas Avenue
Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila, Philippines
Tels.: 722-55-08 to 10, 722-57-60, 721-35-04

SUERNEB(ERBEBULERE)
Greenhills Shopping Center, (infront of Ortigas Ave.)
- Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila, Philippines

ER/NEB(FEFRBEBELE)
Gloria Maris Dimsum & Noodles

. 202 Wilson Street, Greenhills, San Juan
Metro Manila, Philippines

Tel. Nos.: 727-62-01, 724-50-12, 724-50-13

EER/ B ( FRBEHIED) Rigrm
207 Banawe, Quezon City




