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ourselves, we Chinese-Filipinos.

Unlike in 1741 when Spanish mestizos,
Chinese mestizos, and pure-blooded
Filipinos had different sets of legal rights,
today's modern society is accomodating to
the point that we are singled out as Chinoys
only because of our physical features. Hardly
anyone can tell us apart by the way we dress

<
a4
O
=
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i

- that hardtly anyone cares to tells us apart.

' that remain today are good-natured jokes about
being kuripot and about the composition of ME

warm curiousity and interest. Mooncake games

elicit warm smiles, and wearing red on Chinese

New Year brings questions on the proper
pronunciation of kung hei fot choy.

- The seif-label reminds us that we are as much

. apartof this country today as we were a century

" ago, Many Filipino-Chinese mestizos were key

figures in our forging as a nation, from our

national heroJose Rizalto Padres Burgos, Gomez,

and Zamora. In his paper Ang mga Mestisong

" Tsino af ang Paghabuo ng Kabansaang Pilipine,

Dr. Antonio Tan says that Sinibaldo de Mas

advised the Spaniards to create enmity between

" the Chinese mestizos and the Filipnos so that

“ang mga katutubo na ‘malakas dahilsa kanilang

bilang’at ang uring mestiso na ‘malakas dahil sa

taglay-na talino at yaman at dahil sa kanilang

nagkakaisang domdamin.”

Yes, the Chinese blood that flows in our veins
was part of the blood shed to baptize our nation.
We Chinoys, a hundred years lajer, experience

society allows us to be who we are; to be Chinese,
yet seen just like everyone else. We need not be
‘more Chinese or less Chinese to be Filipino.

. Qur present generation is still confronted by
many issues, but the central question of identity
isnolonger asrigid. Less and less do we feel torn
between our Chinese descent and Filipino
upbringing. Our heritage and traditionsliberate
us instead of suffocating us.

_ accepting who we are. We are the best of two
worlds. We are Chinoys.l

.

ﬁ
Chinoys. That is what we informally call

© orthe way we speak. More importantly, it seems

The only vestiges of old stereotypes of Chinese

blocks. Our heing Chinese is approached with

mga gawain’ ay di kailanman makabm ng

an additional sense of independence. Today's

We and everyone around us are comfortable

\::
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BY ANNE CHING, CONTRIBUTCR

arrived in Manila a couple of
weeks ago to find traffic chaos,
heavily polluted air, and mosquitoes
feasting onmyarmsandlegs, Tomy

dismay, I developed stomach trouble .

and am now coughing up a storm. I
almost wish I could hop on the next
plane back to Vancouver,

However, the presence ol my close
friends and relatives here made me think
twice about going back. Holidays in rainy
and gloomy Vancouver pale in comparisen
10 our joyous family reunions here in Manila.
It was great to be with family members

here for the holidays: going to dinner and

taking out-of-town trips.

Evervone keeps on asking me if [ wouid
rather live here or live in Canada. I opt for
Canada. Well, what can L say except that it
is one big atep towards independence? Mosi
of my friends in Vancouver do not have
their parents there with them. so they have
lhadtolesrn todoall the hasic housekeeping
chores such as cooking, cleaning, and taking
care of household expenses while studying
hard at the same time. A lot of us hold paxt
time jobs. Lifé can
get pretty busy,
butit's pretiy fun

too. Since our Everyone
psrents have no GSI(Ing me

excuse taforbid us

anspingrinas Father live
Canada.

afad over there—
a lot of us have
~ full-blown social
lives. (Da 1 see
mouths drooling
it envy?) !
You must be
wondlering where
we g0 on .
gimmicks. Well,
during swmnmer,.
there areall sorts

that it is

EEENEREEERE SN NN N N NNNNNNNRN]

| opt for
Canada. Well, what

can | say, except

step towards
independence?

ilay pool. board games, video games. or

sing on karaoke.

llowever, there are alse a ot of
drawbacks to living in Canada. Fiest of all,
if any of vou are planning to continue your
education over there, vou'd betier think
twice firat. Maone there knows ol the Ateneo
de Manila University—even if it is the best
and mosl prestigious university in the
' Philippines. Il you
plan to transfer to
a Canadian uni-

keeps on g Sonadine wn
i 1 would e
here or in

for the verdict that
ithey won't credii
the courses vou
took in Atenco {or
La Salle or UST or
whercver, for that
maiter). This
means you have to
start universify
right from fresh-
Sman year again.
The University of
the Philippines,
however, is more

one big

of things o do: *+csetereernveoncsavrrrsrenserse racognized.

picnics, mountain

biking, rollerblading, hiking, or even
camping. During winter. there's not much
1o do except {or the occasional skiing tirip.
Most of the time, we just go out for dinner
and then hang oul in & friend's house to

2 {hifiéy

My boyfriend
Chris, who is helping me with this article,
decided to finish his Econornics degree back
in the Aleneo in order to aveid repeating
hisfivst three years of university. However,
thiz has had further drawbacks in that

being a graduaie from a Philippine instead
of from a North American university has
hindered hischancesof suceessin obtaining
a high-payving job immediately.

Second. (here is cultural disparity
between races. Racial disceiminalion is
net bad at all in Vancouver. since it is
basically a mulii-cultural society: people
are, or 1ry lo be, very open-minded.
However, there are many little 1hings
people can’t sce eye to eve on. For

" instance. hew can you explain the Chinese

concept of xigo shun (Mandarin for
obedience and respect Lo parenis) Lo
Caucasians, when there is no such term

in nglish? How can thev understand -

that vou are still ebeying the commands
and wishes of your parents even when

your arve already in your mid-iwenties {or

even when you are already married with
children)?

[ also find that therc are major
ditfferences in what we want in lile. The
typieal Filipino-Chinese strives toba filthy
rich. The typical Caucasian couldn’t care

less if they owe money ag long as they are

happy. So there you go... the basic goals
these iwo cullures sirive for isga lol more
lifferent than vou ever expected. In such a
sociely where we are the minority, we can't
help but feel a bit alienated. B

has been living in Canada for the last five
years . She studied kere in the Philippines
until college.
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An Interview With dlinton fq{a_@g

or Ernan Munoz {Hl MEco)

“There are those who say that every fictionist actually has one story to tell, and
.that his career is spent either telling this story in fragments, or telling the same

story over and over again.... I think I am a little of both.” These words are Clinton

Palanca’s, from the introduction of his book Landscapes. ' :

[ Birst met him in an English class. He-
was wearing a plain blue Polo shirt and

jeans. He looked like a student. .

encountered him earlier in his Palanca

award-winning story The Aparitment (he is -
unrelated to the person Lthe award is nomad

af{er). a piece that still astonishes me. He
is not only a story teller but a weaver of
words, and semetimes much more.
Clinton" Palanca iz a . Chinese in the
Philippine landscape. He is a Chinese-

Filipino. Perhaps this duality ‘has made

him a richer person: he can dreaw from one
or the other, able io experience both.

Chinoy: Did vou come from a pure Chinese
family?

Patanca: Yes.

Chinoy: What was il like, being Chinese in

the Philipipines? )

Palanca: A lol of the time. [ didn't really

nolice anything beeause | came from o very
integrated Chinese family. )
Chinoy: Do vou consider vour fxmily bound
by ¢radition, such as attitudes on
infermarriage? .
Palanca: It depends on what you menn by
tradition. What you just mentioned is not
really a tradition; T mean. it's an act of
closed-mindedness on the part of a certain
generation ofthe Chinese immigrants here.
The earliest generation inlermingled and
intermarried withthe Filipinos. That's why
. vou have ihe Spanish-Chineae mestizos
like the Cojuangeos.
Chinoy: Do vou consider vour parents open-
minded about culture?

Palanca: Yes.
Chinoy: [las your Chi-
nese heritage influenced
vour wriling?

RO, THEGUIDON

Palanea: No. T don’t
think that pari divectly .
nfluenced me. But our

Chinese family wagavery

acholarly family. They all

liked reading, but it was-
all classical
texts. Yo I'm the first
rencration o specialize
in English.

Chinoy: Do you find it
disadvanlageous that®

Chinese

there are few Chinese-
Fitipine writers in
literary circles?

Palanca: A lot of the
¢ime, vou den’t think
about it very much. But
then, when rou think
about it, you're happy

‘thai you have another

culture to draw from. Your set of experiences
is richer. 8o, you're happy for thal and
proud that vou are Chinese-TFilipino and
vou're making it.

Chinoy: Could you say that you are more
Chinese than Tilipine, or. do you lean
towarils vour Filipine side?

Palanca: I'm leaning to the Filipinoe [side]
but 1 think it’s beth. :

Chinoy: In vour work. do you encounter
prejudice against Chinesae?

Palanea: Ah, veah, with iheolder generation.

o

They ilon't really betieve thai thie Chinegecan
write. I'm sure vou've heard ihat | had a run-
inwith Eric Torres of the Atenco Art Gallery
‘when [ was in his dass. [ was a sophomore
then. and he 1old the class, L am happy thal
there are no Chinesehere becausethe Chinese

can't write; the Chinese are terrible weiters.”
He said that very openly and itf's o
stereotype fhal he nust have gotlen from
his own experience as a {eacher. The older
generalion probably belioves ihai, still
Lelievoes _I'hati,. .




friends and I were talking

about marriage the other day.

We had all attended countless

weddings and were fantasizing

about our own altar dates. I posed

anintruiging question: “Whatifthat

date doesn’t come withing the next

ten years? When I mentioned

matchmaking, my friends gave me
nervous stares.

An ama’s tale

Matchmaking, with its elaborate vituals
and ancient beliefs, is perhaps one of the
most emluring customs of the Chinese
peeple. Bore than binding two people. an
arranged marriage binds two whole
familics. From a sociological viewpoint, the
two young people are woven into a security

“blanket whase threads are their large
“extended family. The match is maile hased

on economice aml social considevations. a
foundation from which, hopefuliy. love will
sprout. ) '

A scene in The Joy Luck Club presented
a bride and groom intreducing themselves
fo each olher on their wedding night. The
Lride was rightenad beyond any girl’s worst
nightmares. My grzlmlmui.hér can relate:
she likewise never met my grandinther
before her own wedding over six decades
ago in rwral China. Their amion had been
agreed upon even before they spoke their
firat wordsa. ‘

She siill remembersihat day. She found
herselfviding in a small sedan chair, lavishly
decorated with splashes of red and gold, and
borne en the shoulders of four men. ler
feelings were as incomfortalile as the bumpy
ride. Shewasz only sixteen, and there she was,
being carried into a new, unknown worlil

She laughs recalling that when she
stapped down, the villagers gasped at her
large fect. (Chinese prized small, dainty
feet and considered them marks of nobility.
Fortunately, my great-grandmother
apparently did not practice foot-bineding.)
The ceremony waa over in less than an
hour. Then, the red veil covering her face
was remaved, ani she saw my grandfaiher
for the first time.

Relief was the first thing she [elt. He
was neither an obnoxious child barely past
puberty. norwas hoold andwrinkled erough
to be her grandfather. He locked nothing
like Ching’s most wanled criminal, and
unlike in her nightmares, he was heither

missing one car nor did he have an exira -

toe. Infront ofher actually stooda handsome

4. Chidhy

18-vear old man. .

$he remembers him looking as nervous
as she was, but pleased with her willowy
frame and delicate features. They saileld lo
the Philippines soon afterwards to begin a
Life of love and fidelity that was to last for
over fifty yéars. In India #reangeil marriage
complements the Hindu belief of
reincarnation: fate desiines a couple Lo
marrs cach other again and again
throughout their many lives. I believe that
fate, in its real sense, broughi my
grandparenls togeihor.

Matchmaoking today

“] dow't think so,” responded my friend
1o the supgestion of maichmaking as an
alternalive to spinsterhood. ¥t is the answer
anyone would expect from aliberated givl of
the 90s. ITowever, matchmalking still exisis
in today's Filipino-Chinese commuaity.
though minus the ancient irappings and
colerful rituais.

-

The modern approach is far more casual.
For one 1 hing. vou sre nol given the tall order
ol marrving vour blind date on your first
meciing. There ave no more “professional”
maichmakérs hivel e find a polential spouse.
“CGo-betweed” is the moreapt term. and Thesea
people are friends and relatives {apped by
the parents of a still unatiached son or
daughtor of marryving avoe. |

Adateis set and the matchmaker. couple,
and both sets of parents casually meet. There

are no Fitunls. customs, or dress codes excepl
for the belief that only drinks and no feed are
allowenl during ihie infroductions. The pair
are rarely allowed ie talk in private during
this first conversation: after all, The meeting
is not intended to be the last, .

It is usually the guy who expresses his
interest 1o pursuce s relationship. Even as he
courls the girl. though. the go-between
constantly updates himselfon their progress
and often eannot: help but seem more excited
than the new équj;le, If. however. the boy
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shows no interest, the maichmaker—and
quite often, the boy's parents—steps in to
convince him to reconsider. Standard lines
include: “You are nol geiling any yvounger”,
“Sheis kind and

never heen courted before. My [viends
summed up my feelings emphatically: “Can
vou think of any reason why vour parenis

have to step in and do something abeut your -

pathetic love-

would make 2 eseeessscsecccccssssssssssense |ifc?”

good wife”. and
a more direct.
“Can vau
imaginegrowing
old alone?”

e itme  INferest to pursue a
relationship. If,
st She v however, the boy
shows no interest,
the matchmaker— - Irensto
and quite often, the
et e DOY'S parents—steps
in to convince him
to reconsider.

PR R L N N S S

zirl expressses
nointerestinthe
guy? She can

but not without
Deing persuaded
by the maich-
malker and her
parcnts to do
otherwise. She
may be told 1o

looks like adirty
slipper  and
insiead consider
that he comes
from a good
family and could provide well for her.

An outdated idea

When the couple finally geis married,
the cupidsget their angpaes and areinvited
to all the private engagement and pre-
wedding rituals. 1t all seems like such a
nice arrangement. Polential maiches mosi
often come from families of excellent repute.
You get the full suppert of vour parents anid
future in-laws even before the courtship
begins. However, young people like my

friends and myself secem to have an aversion

to the very idea,

[ believe that matchmaking is enly for
two kinds of single prople: First. those who
are way past 29; sccond. those guys who have
no idea how to court a girl, or girls who have

It is usually the guy
who expresses his ~ poiietnie

Ernest Van
Den Haag wroie
about the United

hundred voars
aga, there was
vvery reason o
marey voung-—
though wmiddle
class  people
selidom did. The
unnmarricd state

vanlages for
both SENES,
Custom did not
permitgirlsiobe
cduecated. 1o
work, or o have
cgacial, 1t alone
s e X u al
freadom.... And.
though  less
restricted than girvls shackled 1o thetr families,
single men ofien lod agrim and uncomforiable
life. A wile was nearly indispensable, ifonly 1o
darn socks, sew. cook. clean, 1ake care of her
man.”

Today, however, the stigona att ached to
slaying unatiached is disappearing. You
have prophets of singlehood like Iitty Go,
who says that her dog is luckier than a man
because her dog does not need permission
to ertler her bed, And. in this age of the
carveer woman. |here is noeconomic pressure
to gel married. '

Today’s vouth culture of freadom allows .

us to do something our amahs had no (ime
to do: fal} in love. This, perhaps, will sweep
my nightmares of matchmaking under the
rug of Generation X. & ’

Insights from page 3

“For me, nothing sets my Chinese-
Filipino students apar! from the rest.
Like all studeni s, there are lazy ones,
amart enes. (unny ones. problematic
anes.. [ eannot oven tell them apari
physicatly ar by their names because
of the multi-ethnie nature of our

sociely. . ,
T cannol. think of dAny ancedotes
because my  studenis  are

undifferentizied in termsof ancesiey.
Howwever. | ean tell vou athingor iwo
about M3 blecks...” — Afrs. Lianne Al
Habana, History Department

“Isang hokafwang bagay para sa
mga personal kong halilala ang higit

Filipinoal kulturang Pilipino. Rilang
bahagi  ng  Chinese-Filipino
commnnity, Afndi nile maintindifvon
ang pughuba ke ng hurso sa kolehivo
na BA Philippine Stodies af ang
paghabasadial ho sa Kagaioaran ng
Filipino dito sa Atenco bilang gnro
ng wika af pandiban. Pagbubiivag
ite su mga haisipang laging
ikinuahaiwing sa niga tulad ko gava ng
nagasyo, malemaitha, af hahirapan
su puggamil ng wikang Filipine.

Nuputunayan ko rin ilo s mga
mag-aaral npa Vil-Chinese dito sa
Aleneo, Hindi usapin ang hafifrapan
sa puaggamil ng wikang Filipino.
Gayon din qng mga nakagisnang
haugalioang Intsth upang masabing
iha kami sa karamilan, Baghus, aug
pagsasanib ng dalaeany kulivra oy
higit na nakapagpapavamoan s
maing paghatao bilung bahagi ng
liptinang Pilipino.” — Ms. Christine
Siu Bellen, Assistant Tnstructor,
fitipine Department

ko rean na pagpapahalage sa wikang
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axrwork BY Brian Sy I ME)

mr Lorena Garca {1 MIS) ANG Pamsia Anc {1 MaACS

VALLS

sk a Chinese-Filipino teen-ager whether he or she would like to have‘a non-Chinese
beloved, and you will probably get a negative answer. As an MIS sophomore puts it,
“Hindi papayag ang parents [ko]; I would not want him to be shamed.” '

Inasociety where Chinese-Filipinc have
assimilated quite neatly, this courtship
restriction is one of the remaining major
cultural differences thal siubbornly sels -
them apart from everyone else. As a pure-
blooded Filipino ME freshman gripes about
Ris batchmates, “Puro Chinese.. di
magpapaligaw.” The preference for a
partner who is also Chinese is a given for
many, but a growing numbeér of the nexi

8 CLify

Chinese-Filipine generation question this
altitude, unable Lo sce why it exista. The

bricks that compose this invisible wall are .

not easy to see, for they are intertwined
with the story of the Chinese ascent in the
Philippines.

Identity
“The Chinese cullure has existed for
5,000 years,” states Mr. Boboy Alianan of

the Chinese Studies Department. “The
Chinese are very prouwd of their
achievemenisand theiridentiiy.” This pride
is sometimes expressed as arrogance. Mr.

Bobey notes that historically, Chinese have

4

1ended to look dewn on foreigners; even the

Westeriers whocarved spheresofinfluence
out of China in the lasl ceniury were
dismissed as “Western devils”.

The Chinese who emigrated to the
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- Wera an econo-

Philippines in the 15th century carried this
attitude with them, “Filipino” translated to
Fookienis“huili pinlang’, literally “person
from the Philippines”. Mr. Boboy exclaims,
“But nobody calls them that! Chinese-
Filipinos would ¢all the locals hwe na.” The
term actually means “people from the
meuniains” or “people whe are not

educated”; in short, barbarians. “It's kind-

of funny,” commeénts Mr. Boboy, “because
they were squatiing on land that was nol
theirs.” Thoeugh generally no longer used as
a derogatory label. ihe fact that hwa na is
still how Chinese-Filipinos unconcsiously
refer to pure-bloeded Filipinosz shows how
ingrained the aititude is in them.

The courtship bias stems from this
attitude and the sacred view Chinese hold
familyin. The Chinese familyiairaditionally
paternal. This means that a sonwho marries
brings his wife into the family..This also
meana thai a daughter who marries is
consideved ito leave her family for her
hushand's. “So, isipin mo yung impact,”
gays Mr. Beboy. The parents of a Chinese
gir]l marrying anon-Chinese would. perhaps
unconscicusty, think that their daughteris
marrying a barbaridn: “Mahirap funggupin
iyon,” continues Mr. Boboy. “It'slike royalty
marrying .a coemmoner; a bit of an
exaggeration, bul that's how it is.”

Chinese are soinherentlayelannish that -
“in the Chinese mainfand, the idea that a.

Chinese can marry someone firom anoiher
province is
unthinkable...

because in
their opinion,
anyone not
from their
place or clan is _
not at all
Chinese.” !

This trait was
further rein-

forced by the
formation of
the Parian.

During the
Spanish era,

Chinese-
Filipine
merchants

Fookien is

mically and
politically
powerful
Bector of soci-ety. As histo-rian- Edgar
Wickberg put it, “fdng mga Kastila'y]
nangangamba ngavon sa rebolusyong Indo
ng pinangungunahan ng mga meslisofng
Tsinol.”? Indeed, some revolis weore funded
by Chinese-Filipino traders. The Spanish,
fearful, restricted them to the Parian, the

- Chinese worlds; they are

reinforced by

'q.ui[:-s that if there were

LE R B R ERE R EEEREERSESNEN.E-RNEHNHEH:.RH:EH:.RHNEH:..} )

"Filipino” translated to

lang”™. Mr. Boboy
exclaims, “But nobody

calls them that!
Filipino-Chinese would
~call the locals hwa
na.” The term actually
means “people from
~ the mountains”

LI R L I R I )

original Chinatown in .
Binondo, te better
monitor them. .
The effects of this are
seen when one observes
Chinese-TFilipino families -
from the provinces who
do not have exclusively

very Filipine and are not
asg race-conscious.
Chinalown still exists -
today, as do the many
Chinese schools in the
couniry. One's race-
conscicusness is “still
these
siructures. Mr. Boboy

Chinese colleges. some
familics would make it a
point to send their
children to these. He
adds, however, nect to
quole him as saying the _
effects are all bad as there were also alot of
accompanying benefits; for example, the
preservation of enllure and conscicusness
of being Chinese.

What happened to some families of the
original Parian was that ithey moved oul
and settledin places such as Makati, Quezon
City, and San Juan. The second and third
generalions. most born hereand assimilated
) into Philippine

culture, held
less rigid
atiitudes.
" When some
kegan having
romantic
relationships
wilh nor-
Chinese, the
parents wheo
had lived their
lives
Chinese world
_of the Parian
were alarmed
andsawitasa
breakdewn of
t h e i r
homogeneity. -

“hui i pin

Money
“Generally,

" Chinese are xich,” opines Mr. Boboy. “in the

Far Eastern Review, 1 think, two years ago,
they showed that 1% of the Philippine
population is Chinese. This 1% contrels 40%
ofthe economy.” Flistorical accounts bore this
opinion out. John Bowring reported, “Sa mga
kabayanan sapaligidngamila, halos lahat

in the-

ng pueblo ay may mga bahay na mas malaki
of mas maganda kavsa sa tha, af haramihan
ng naninirahan sa mga bahay no iloy may
lahing Tsino.™* Given this. one can see the
apprehensions of parents regarding their
daughters marringes: “Can he feed vou? Can

‘hegive youall the luxuries wehave provided?

Me. Boboy adds, “Kung lafuhe naman: ‘Bahka
pera lang ang hinahabol sa ive.”
Economics adds another layver io the
complex invisible wall. bMr. Boboy thinks
that it helps if the other family is of the
secioeconomic level, “That’s one point for
them. I think many Chinese (amilies will
respect the other family because they're
well-to-do and have stalure in sociely. A
person who was brought up rich will not
feel inferior. Ifit's an issue of money, he will
have no problems. [t's one thorn aut.”
However, Mr. Doboy. continues ihat

‘money is actvally thé -most superficial

aspect, jusl “icing on thé cake” and
“sometlhing they [families] canalwayspoint
at”, The most relevant factor to our modern
context is the cuitural gap.
Backgrounds

“The culture gap is loo wide and it
wouldbe difficuli to adjust,” saysafreshman
Psychology major. “It would be much casier

~if you were coming from the same

background, at least that's what my Mom
says.” )

- Mr. Boboy explains that a non-Chinese
entering the world of a Chinese-Filipino
family should prepare for a very, very
difficult process of acceptance. No matter
how his new Chinese-Filipine in-laws view
him, he will, for example, have to attend
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gatherings where people talking
unconsciously change from English to
Filipino to Fookien. He will rinturally feel
left out in one-third of the conversalions.
He will alse have to adjust to the culture
itsef and its accompanying traditions,
ignorance of which is easily misinterpreted
as disrespect. )

“The Filipino who is probably Weatern-
educated and liberal in his thoughts will
find himself in & straitjacket,” concludes
Mr. Boboy. While not discouraging such
partnershipa, ke states that the difficuliy
of coping with the cultural gap has caused
many separations, Parents sav, "I told vou
g0.” [Te emphasizes that it isnot the fault of

the couple, but of their envirenment: their

cultural backgrounds are something a
couple cannot separate from their marriage.

Mr. Boboy adds that keeping an open
mind is stitl the best solution (o making
such matches work. “If you're going to get
married to a Filipine.” he explains, “and
you're of Chinese descent and your parents
are opposed to il. then you should wark
very hard se that they will change their
minds. Or—and ['ve known some familics
who havedones this—beready 1obe written
off vour parents’ wiils.”

However, there iz another side lo
culture. Mr. Boboy thinks, “If vou ask any
of these Filipino-Chinesc—even the ones
who will denouce their children if they
marry Filipinos—'Ifgiver ihe chance, would
vou go back to China to Taiwan and live
there for good?, many of them will tell your
ne.” Though they may not accept it. he
explains, the reality is that even
conservative Filipine-Chinese families have

already assimilated
thcmselvesintoPhilip;‘)ino
life. He presents himselfas
an example: “I lived in
China for a vear; I could
nolidentify myselfwiththe
Chinese [living there]”

The ather side
“Typekofeliow Chinese,”
say many Chinese-Filipino |
teen-agers: someeven disiin-
guish botween mestizos and
“Gls™ ("genuine Tulsik™).
Filipinos. on ihe oiher hand.
are more open. though many
may think. “Imagine the
racism you have te go
through pursuing a .
relationship with someone Chinese!” DM, an

LY

MIS freshman, voices his strong opinions.
“Maw Pilipino rin naman sila {Chinese-

~ Filipino|. Kung gusto nifang prro Chinese,

they might as well go back to China.
Personally. T would love to have a Chinese
boylriend, as long as he’'s THAT special
someone and doesn’t adhere to the outdaterd
customs and iraditions of some Chinese.”
Mr. Boboy's personal opinion is that
Filipines by nature are nol overly conscious
ofculiural differences; thoy are very accepting
and easy to get along with. “The first day the
Spaniards came, they celebrated Mass.” he
laughs. “You can see how accomodating the
locals were.,” He thinks it was because lite
was ot havd: the land was rich and the seas
beuntiful. A typhoon could come. but two
days later. the sky wouldt be clear again. "In
Manila Jtoday]. anywhere you go. people are
: ) ' just smiling. parang
walang  problema  sa
brhay” he ends.
Sophomore James
Imbong exclaims. “Rung
mahal mo ‘vung fao,
styemipre, kahit mahaciay
mo ‘vung nragnlang’”
Therehave beenmany who
have successfully bridged
thegap. “Tremember when
"1 was courting my wife
{(who is very Chinesc), her
parengs would just sit
Lthare, nat. SAVINg
anvthing.” confides TC.

The next generations

The eultural bing is
+ gtillunconsciously prassed
on lo the next Chinese-
Filipine generations,

This diminishes with
each gencration. but Mr.

though to a lesser degree.-

Bohox esiimaies that it will nol disappeny

0 less than, say. 200 vears, Tn oiher words,

this kind of bias will still be a reality lor our
present generation.

Mr. Boboy dloes caution that sometimes,
the kev issue is not culture, byl teenage
independence. “1i’s o stage when thoy try fo
establish independence from their pareni s,
Even if they’re hot going to gel married—
even it he's only 16-or 15—, they [parenis|
will oppose ihis relationship [with a non-.
Chinese]. And, ihe more 1hey oppose, the
child asseris more. Ivon yung. | think,
major problem with young people.”

A freshman savs, “1Es ine with me ilhe's

a [Filipine, as long as he meels all the
regquirments: 1love him and he feels the same
for me.” She adds. hewever, "Of courso.
think it would be better ifhe is Chinese,” This
is not an uncommon mindsel. The present
and next generailions are more lortunate as
they can apprroach ihis sensilive issue with
more insight. They can learn Irom the
experiences of their parents and. hopelully.
adopi a more balanced perspective. Whether
oneviewsthecourtship biasas discrimination
or simply as a preférence for someone (rom
similar roots—or both— in the end. it is a
maitter of personal choice,

Whatever individual view one takes.
however, perhaps il is ime te colleetively
acknewletlge ihat the invisible wall s an
archaism in a changing world that has.
tinte and again. shown us thai steength lies
in diversity. If the passage of time erected
the wall, then perhaps the passage of tinwe
will bring il down as well.W

1De, Bllen Palanes. quoted in The Chinesé™
fn Our Afidst, Sonni Viuder, TheGuidon. 20
Augusl 1996

2 4ng mga Mestisong Tsino «f ang
Paglkabuo ng Kabansaang Pilipino, Dr.
Antonio Tan {iranslated by Joaquin Sy).

+ Knisa Para Sa Kaunlacan, Ine.. March 1994

T
e

anr
&
ir
ar
wi
hz
bo
wi

m
a

Ak
LF'.
[
[T

o

G

TH
Fr

wi
b
be:
mi

A
Al

for
g
=0
adl

omn

Mo
Lo
0]
1y

M

e

Mu



THE RABBIT OR HARE
Feb 11, 1975 - Jan 30, 1976

Wise, caulious, graceful, talented.
ambitious, virtucus aad blessed with a
silver longue, Rabbils are well liked,
trusted and looked up to. G ood negotialors
and diplemats. these natural peace-lovers
will fight only when peaceful soluiions
have been tried and failed, Sophisticated
both physically anidintellectually, Rabbiis
will always stand out from the crowdl.
cither as extremely stylish dressers or as  THE DRAGON
individualistic fashion pros who can make  Jun 31, 1976 - Feb IT, 1077

v Eunice Lim {! AB Psv)

: Legend had it that the jade
emperor of China invited all the
"~ animals to a race that began at
sunrise and ended at sunset. The
first twelve animals to cross the

a statement of their own, N " The Dragon is a sign of nobility, luclx. ) finish line among the multitude
Most compatible with: sheep, dog and pig . longevity and good fortune. Dragons are  of animals wereimmortalized as
Least vompatible nath: rofs and roostery exotic, trustworthy. brave, conﬁ\(lcrit. the Chlnese ZOdlaC and each

Cefebiritivs barnin the Yoarof the Boabidis: Fhemti Moore, . . ] . Sy
Cary Gramt, Joltn Mellencamp, Fdel Castro, Phit accomodating, easily adaptable and l)l)l‘l]"l brlngs a dlfferent 1nﬂuence to

Cotlius, Bol Hope, Lily Tamlin, doha Cliese, Dab ]_03‘1"1'5:. Thf!._\' possess a'dual personality, -the year it reigns over. The Year
Gelidof, and Kart Russel, : “of the TFiger is a time of dramatic
:and often dangerous change:
cal_a}mlty for some, but success
ind adventure for others. For
the romantic it is the year for
‘reckless passion. This page
det; ils the animals that watched
" over the births of most of the
Ateneans currently enrolled:

Sesds s s tne

_mu‘_f yats;

) J‘.’Uﬂttlr _c‘rmlpa e

Lcé‘?:br v "lmr of the’ ‘Dragon: M Facing,

) C’arrs:‘ophcr .’l' e
; Starr, A'l.rl'ar!ru Bheon; “dackin ( |’: uson, L_m: Jomes, Kirk:
. Dcm,t,dtm mm‘ J{J-‘m Lr'.fmon :

sssseana

THE SMNAKE
Feb 18, 1977 - Ieh 6, ._"9?8 D
The Snake iz g sign of wisdom. ‘Blessed

with caution and mystery, the ‘mal\ s

Rose-miw Wewilh - f_osme;, Hingo .

bewithehing. charismatic presen(o mmw :
be igiored. They have a gift. of mal\mp;
money, though they have troukie x-,pcsmlj n{.r

. Vanity is one of their woakne Y
are very good-looking ancl “Chey Know: it.
Although it npp(:m' thai Ihev Imv

agaiml them, T hnn s hommg nnturo

mlwrsan 2 "’l.lc'll‘ll (]l(!]]‘-u ih(-n wln]u

one lethai hlow.

Most computibe with Hur ox and :mm!i'.{'s
Least sompetible with the: tigers rurd_pl"g_a; -
Crfebiritivs born fn the Year of er:__';_S;m_F : . : o
Werkeers, dode 2. Koereedy, fiin Deestngber, Frreete 1. 1 i ! f; Lynn {{edgmru Goorge Harrison, Whoopt
PR \Hur.'on, Conniv Selleeca, Newt
L1 nm:s, Leanard Nimoy, Roy Liotta,
rndd Robert D Nira:

'r__m:.‘u‘ earo{i?w Shep: Julia Roberfs,

Kutlrie Lee Gifjord, Jesse dackson, Aurdre
Mulscnogrd AK, Grotes Goarbo and Brio

omg ch%poélhon “hlch wi %' for ihom i
opul'nli\ among fnen(ls and exudes
ﬂoodne»qm\uvmlv Deapite 01' theu carefree
aititude, ‘(hey can be t]mmughl\ loval to
family ‘and [riends in times of need. On the
‘ophér hand. horses have a short fuse that
can- blow angtime. which way lead te

tactlessnoss,

Mogt competible with the: tigers, dogs and shosp SOUFCES:
Feast compatifde with e rats - www,Chino-time.comieuliure/
Celebwitios bora fn the Yourof the Horse: Janel Jackson, r.rointoll camfhoroscopichinese. him
‘Nelson Mandela, Cindy Crawford, Ross Prrof, John www sunflower singuet com sgi~ cecilfrompare. btm
Travoltu, Boris Yeltzin, Ann Lunders, Peanis Quaid, hitp:#asnic.wle sas.edunsnicieountriesichinafezod homl
Clint Eastwood, Billy Graham, Pou! Mc Cartney, Jimi hitp:fichina-ine.comfehinateodia im
Hendrix and Barbarg Streisand. W, iric.net~MorenoGi6/Chi i
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This essay was faken from CELADQV s FOCUS ig?onfesf

4
B C

The modern ChineseFilipino teen-ager has Chmese eves and
the face to match, but hardly anything else to mark him as
Chinese. Though he has a plain red shirt somewhere in the recesses
of his closet, his clothes are the same as anyone else’s. Though he
knows where to find good Chinese food, he can be found at Manang’s
during his lunch breaks, No, the average Chinese-Filipino teen-ager

cannot read a Chinese newspaper, does not practice tai chi, and,

despite the belief that he is inherently gifted in maih, does not have
a report card that stands out from everyone else’s,

I am ¢ne of these modern Chinese-
Filipino teen-agers, a representative of a
generation who have been comfortably
assimilated into Filipino society, yet at the
same time, a generation who are still very
much conscious of their toots. Lam proud to
be Chinese.

No matter what 1 do or where 1 go, my
heritage will alwaysremain a part ol me, 1t
is another chapter to tell and retell in-the
storyboolk that is my. life; another facet on
the diamond that is me without which [
would not feel whele. I ha‘ve'cnjo_v{_ed many
a memorable “What was high school like?”
and “Kamusta yung probinsva niyve?” type
conversation, because more than speaking
of a place, [ was able 'to share a picture of a
unique and distinct culture. My anecdotes
have made many a classmate smile; after
all, not evervone in my block had Chinese

Today's Chinese-Filipino generalion faces less walls.

singing exams, grumpy Taiwanese teachers
and Lao Fu Tzu cartoons in grade school.
The mest memorable smile came from the

Christmaswhile the regular Filipino ninong
is expected to wait for his invanak to come

to him. Interestingly, my little sister has _

neveér received a Christmas gift from one of
her ninongs since she was a child.

The most pervasive fragments, however,
are those that are edible. These have fitl in
quile well since we Filipinos arc-heartier
caters than Buropeans. My, Joshue Sazon.
my English teacher claims that those with
“culinary  intelligence™ are very
discriminating when it comes 1o Chinese
foed, and both he and my father broke into

_sarcastic laughter as they discussel Triple

V5 8 Treasures "imitation” Chinese buffet.
Enowledge of Chinese fuod does comie in
“handy. My Dad’s friend saved o lot of money

- when he lived in Londan by asking for and

cooking salmon heads. which the
fishmongers threw away. My Caleulus
teacher’s sceretary laughed when 1 gave
her n mooncake last sem. My own stomach
has benelitted from my parvents’ sixth sensc
for picking aut fish variciies. The downside,

foster fola 1 lived AR S SRR RSE SN BR NN BN of course, of

with during my

eating Chineseis

immersion when T NOt eVel')lone in my blOCk' ithet T reflexively

was a high schoof
Senior. She smiled
as I iroened out

had Chinese singing

grimac¢e
whenover [ see
the first plate of

some of  Ther exams, grumpy Taiwanese tikayinthe house

misconceptions—

come February

no, Chineseare not -I-eochers qnd Lao FU TZU. (quileun%ik_el\']r,

forbidden to eat

meat (You must - cqrtaons in grade. school.

have been thinking

of Hindus and

Moslema™ andno, [ am probablv not related
to your acquainiance (There are 250 other
boys with the surname Tanin my achool )} —
and proceeded to recall my favorite
anecdotes.-

Chinese traditions have always
beén the eenter of those anecdotes,
and no doubt always will be. The
modern Chinese-Filipino teen-ager
often gripes aboul certain antiquated
practices, but if you look closely. he
enthusiastically takeapartinquite a
ot of these. My grade school
‘classmates oflen greoaned before
Chinese class, but never whenit was

“the day of the Mooncake festival or
Chinese New Year, Nochild canresist

two birthdays in a year, and
especially not when the ang pao is

Many of these fragments of our
culture have successfully blended
with the mainstream, though
sometimes the result is quite funny.
TFor example, the Chinese ninong is
expected to make his rounds during

laughing when he realizes he has .

one of his faverite Chinese traditions.

devi Ferin, who
- jokingly tries to
extorl fithoy from
“““ prrescsreres ayory Chinese-
looking ME major come L'ebruary)
The most striking display of our
hertiage, however, is the solemn traditional
Chinese furreral. This occurred to me when
a non-Chinese classmate and [ visited
another classmaté during his ama’s wake.
My non-Chjnése friend beamed as he took
in our explanations of why donations were
listed on the walls and why musicians with
Chinese folk insiruments were playing. He
carefully observed the disciplined rituals
carried oui by the visttors from family
associations and watched the family
members from toddiers 1o widowers, all
dressed in white, line up proudly. 1 atill

" have the cloth band I was given during the

funeral of one of my aunts. [t was covered

by a white cloth thati I threw away after her -

body was lowered inlo the ground and 1
symbolically kept only the red cloth

underneath. Forty days after the burial,

my extended family again gathered in a
temple, and aside from incense, chants and
ritual paper money, [ remember the solemn
goodbyes painted on the men among my
aunt's ten children ana they walked to the

- back of the temple and set fire to a paper




‘*Perhaps it Is the way they outline their plans

house surrounded by their mother's
belongings. None of us could break ihe
silence until the last item—my aunt's
portrail—was reduced to ash.

My loose grasp over Mandarin and
Fookien is something that will always stay
in my ears, if not my tengue. I say my ears
because my Calculus seaimate, Jo-an
Chua, scolds and laughs al me when I try
to speak in Fookien with a Chinese
friend’s mother and receive a“Just speak’
tomein English!” for myefforis. Despite
this, my ama proudly tells my uncles
that I speak the language. I am glad
because she is 85 vears old and just
suffered a stroke and it just doesn’t feel
proper to sit at her bedside and 1ell her
aboul my new school and its bevy of
attractive girls in any other language. A
simple language has made my bond with
my grandmother fe¢l more intimate, just as
it has enhanced feelings of kinship with
friends and cousins. When vou speak a
language. you feel a special sense of
belonging with all who speak i, and I feli
very special when my Grade | teacher
lectured that over a billion people speak
Chinese languages in every corner of the
world. 1t is always comlorting io see on
ancther's face and lips ithe familiar
manierisms and expresstons unique to your
language. [ smile when I hear the peculiar
accent and embellishments of Ilonggo. but
I reserve a special, mischievoqs amile
whenever someone in the tambayan is
Jokingly labeled ya gong or ke gaw.

Being Chinese. however, is deeper inside
you than mere acis or words. Chinese
pragmatism, for example, has been
stereotyped as both being business-minded
and being kuripot, but [ believe two of my
friends are the most apt definiticns. One,
Ronald ‘Choy, a Taiwanese national and
PsCE major, fantasizes about his scams
involving the veproduction of Fonkards.

* friend, Mark Pabifona. now

in shck Fookien J

Xovier Sechion D '97... After leaving a Chinese school, you find that classmates have longer surnames.

The other, a former classmate now in La
Salle, can find anyiking he wantsin Tondo—
and find it cheap—[rom ceilular phones Lo
carparis. Perhaps il is the way theyv ouiline
their plans ta_glick Fookien that makes
them sound worse than the stercotyped
used car salesmen from cartoons.
Underncath these humorous images,
theugh, lies the Chinese spirit: a
combination of family iies,
values and attitudes worthy
of being liept no matter how
much times change. There is
something move lo being
brought up as Chinese than
havingchinky eyes and using
Fookionexpressions. My best

in LaSalle, finds i hat he gels
aleng best with the three
other Chinese mombers of
his block, This is in no way
discrimination. just a sense
~of conifort felt
because vou are
withpeaple brought
uprthe same way you
were and instifled
with the same
principles. They say Chinese are
naturally clannish, and | have
always enjoyved having over a
hundred cousins, My cousins and I
have realized the value of family
not only after helping each other
out, bul after endless nitpicking

which is ape,
When a Chinese-Filipino walks
into a siore with a Chinese

latter will give him good service,

My Caleulus seatmate
scolds and laughs af
me when | fry to
speak in Fookien with =
a Chinese friend’s
mother and receive a
“Just speak to me in
English!” for my

efforts.

L I A I

over which uncle is really ako and °

manager, it is a given that the’

even dropping whatever he is doing for a
friendly chat. Even complete Chinese
sirangers trading Magic: the Gathering
cards in Virra Mall acknowledge each other
differently when they begin quoting prices
to each other in Fookien. People with the
same backgrounds naturally come together,
but I am.preud to say that the cohesion of
Filipine Chinese is samething else. [t was
seent when a fire
official  said
Chineae
voluntieer fire
bhrigades are
indispensable,
and il was seen
when len ihou-
closed
rankson lhe day
- of Gordaen Tan's
burial. [t is more
than an incli-
nation; it is
somcihing
elched inle our
peyches, It is
how our grand-
fathers survivesl
after ithey took
their first sieps ofl the boats they arrived
here in,

Of course, 1his closeness is somelimes
perceived in or carried onl the wrong way.
I have experienced the so-called bias of
Chinese parents firsthand. Once, I called
up a friend and her Dad answered. My
“Nariyan basi.. " was met witha curt reply
to cafl back later. When 1 called agoin, T
recognized her Dad’s veoice and switched to
my best Fookien. The gruffness on the
other end disappeared, my friend was told
tohwrryiothe phone, and L was adnenished
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.'for emmple has :glr].ﬂ'len _frn
'Cthese farm].y, and even my Hlstnry
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