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would [iKe to congratulate

Mr. Wilson Lee Flores

Celadon’s Founding President
and Philippine Star Columnist

for recently winning two

Catholic Mass Media Awards

for Best Business Column
and Best Opinion Column

WE ARE TRULY
PROUD OF YOU!

628 Ongpin St. Binondo, Mia.
tel. 2429765, 2429766

652 Ongpin Cor. Nueva St. Binondo, Mia.
tel. 2429759

518 Quintin Paredes St. Binondo, Mia.
tel. 2422289 ]

We would love for You to come visit us.

(L6 Masagana Citimall Libertad, Pasay
tel. 8338195

B1; B3 Ayora Madl N. Domingo St. San Juan
tel. 7051796

Masagana Superstore TM. Kaiaw St.. Mia.

ww.engbeefin.com
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Letter from the Editor

Celadon Chinoy (November 2003)

N

Every culture is made up of different people and personalities. In this ||
issue of Chimoy, the staff decided totake a deeper look into the
Chinoy culfdre by featuring the different Eilipino-Chinese who have
made amatk in theSeetorsand industries they are in. Models, moyie
producers, publishersand teachers are just some of the peoplewe
have interviewed@nd featured in this issue: It is a eross section of the
differeat@hinoys insociety, and the varicties we see simply repre-
sent qae diver \ny that the culture has evolved into. We also have
othervery intercstingarticles seeing Chinoys from the pointof view
ofmaintand Chincse "Also, learn more aboutthose whomade an

impression in Philippine history. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all'those
who have spent a great deal of their time and effort to make this issue possible. We truly
hope that our readers enjoy this issue because it represents all the talent, hard work and
dedication of the Chimoy staff and all those who contributed to the creation of this one

of akind publication.

AN 'L\' U ‘._/1 R1AN|LI'\
NIVFRSITY ARCHIVES

John Phillip Ong
Assistant Editor-in-Chief

Joyce Gotamco

e

Kristine Tang

s

Tristan Rosario

Abi_Chang

For questions, comments or
suggestions email us at
askchinoy@ateneo-celadon.com
Article contributions are welcome.
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careerpaths but as it V|s palpable from the|r ou'
Filipino origins has been a central lifestyle-form'

Celadon Chinoy (November 2003)

H

e can sense it pulsate within

a passionate publisher li-

ving out her dream by bind-
ing deep-seeded business fundamen-
tals together with multi-genre lit-
erature.

We can see it awaken within a
charismatically uncontainable movie
producer that rebelled against her
conservative roots at an early age,
only to return to them under her own
terms in order to keep a now-strug-
gling local film industry afloat.

We can witness it being passed
on to succeeding generations by a
former basketball superstar who is
now serving as a councilor for the
people of Pasig, and by an award-win-
ning professor who has discovered a
potent formula for success.

Culture counts. It is that
unshakeable inherited influence that
we all possess. As these four great
personalities show, you can’t run away
from what’s a part of you.

-Jason 7an

The Woman Who

Launched (nearly) a

Thousand Movies
By: Melissa Telan

MOTHERLILY, as Lily Yu-Monteverdeis
more popularly known, is a household
name among a lot of Filipinos- having been
part of show business for more than 40
_Vears now.

Some
people know her
as the one who
owns and runs
Regal Films; oth-
ers know her as
the producer of
box-office hits
such as Mano Po.
But for most
people, Mother
Lily is known as
the woman who
launched the ca-
reers of countless showbiz personalities. Numer-
ous artistas, including Kris Aquino, Richard
Gomez, Aga Mulach, Assunta de Rossi and Aiza
Seguerra, have made it big thanks to her. While
she’s not an actor herself, she’s as much a celeb-
rity as some of our country’s best and most beau-
tiful, as she has been around showbiz longer than
even most veteran actors.

www.ateneo-celadon.com
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Atoy Co; Lisa Gokongwei
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ning force in all of their stories.

:

Reputedly one of the toughest people
around to get for an interview, we couldn’t be
happier when Mother Lily agreed to be featured
for this issue of Chinoy.

Mother Lily met B N N NN NN NN BN NN N N AN B A B

us—Celadon President
Jan Clarence Lim (4 BS
ME), Culturals Assistant
Vice President (AVP)
Micmic Pineda (2 BS BIO),
Communications and
Publications AVP Jason
Tan (4 BS MGT), and myself— in Starbucks
Greenhills one Friday afternoon. She was
dressed comfortably wearing black slacks, san-
dals and a white blouse, and her face did not
contain a trace of makeup. She surprised us with
her warm greetings, as well as her open candor.
She immediately, and effortlessly, made us at
ease, certainly living up to her name. “I'm your
mother—or your grandma,” she told us. “What
can I do for you? Tell me how I can help.”

We told her we were curious about how
she grew up. “I grew up in a very typical Chi-
nese family,” she said, “My mother is half-Fili-
pino [and half-Chinese, while] my father is [75%
Chinese]. My father was very strict [so] we were
not allowed to go out...kinulong akoin the con-
vent.” “But I always [made] takas,” she added
with a laugh. T was about to ask if she could
speak Chinese when her phone rang. She an-
swered her phone, conversing in rapid Fookien.
Later, I asked if she could speak Mandarin as
well. “Okay lang,” she replied.

www.ateneo-celadon.com
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Mother Lily is known as the woman
who launched the careers of
countless showbiz personalities. ..

She went to Una High School (later to be
known as Uno High School), a former Chinese
school for girls located “somewhere in the
rotonda of Juan
Luna.” It was dur-
ing her high school
years when Mother
Lily realized her
love for movies and
showbiz. Unfortu-
nately this passion
has led her into mischief, much to the disdain of
her parents. “I really liked movies that is why
sometimes talagang nagcucut [ako ng classes]
and then I go to movie houses. When my par-
ents found out, of course they scolded me.”

Later, Mother Lily went to Maryknoll,
now known as Miriam, for college and enrolled
in BS Education. “[My parents] wanted [me] to
be a teacher, that's why I'took BS Education. [But
after| one semester, I dropped it.” From BS Edu-
cation, she shifted to BS Psychology. But when
she reached her junior year, she decided to drop
out from school. “I didn't finish college, I only
went up to third year. I wanted to get married,”
she said. She met Remy Dee (later to take on the
name Monteverde), her then boyfriend, now her
husband, when he was a varsity basketball
player in San Beda.

Mother Lily left college without a de-
gree or a penny to her name. To keep herself
afloat, she borrowed P10,000 from her brothers
to start a small business. “I bought a popcorn
machine... Nagbebenta ako ng popcorn, tapos

(€007 42qwanop) Aoury uopeja
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Celadon Chinoy (November 2003)

6

after that I started selling blouses in Divisoria,
yung parang mga ahente ng mgablouses. At that
time that’s only P15 per dozen, and I [only] gota
commission of 5%.”

When she had saved enough money
from her various ventures, she decided to give
showbiz a shot. In 1961, she bought the rights to
re-issue the foreign film “All Mine to Give.” “At
that time,” she shared, “I only bought [the
movie] for $500.” A dollar back then, she said,
was equivalent to P2.75. Buying the rights to the
move soon proved to be a wise move. The movie
became a smash hit among moviegoers, gross-
ing about P500,000. The success of Mother Lily’s
first movie venture, coupled with her passion
for movies ever since her high school days, made
her decide to remain in showbiz.

To learn the ropes of the trade, Mother
Lily started at the lowest rung of the showbiz
ladder. “ I started at the bottom. I became a lead
man. Do you know what is lead man? [A lead
man| delivers call slips, nagtitimpla ng kape,
nagluluto...production [work] lahat.” When she
had learned enough of the trade, Mother Lily
started producing films. About a decade upon
entering showbiz, Mother Lily, together with her
husband, founded Regal Films.

More than thirty years, and nearly a
thousand movies, later, Mother Lily is still
around in showbiz. Aside from her movie out-
fit, she has made investments in “real estate and
also land hotel.” She also has her own pre-school.
What is the formula for her success? Surpris-
ingly, the rebel Chinoy daughter revealed the
way her parents brought her up had a lot to do
with where she is today. “My father taught me

that what is important is to be
h T":M.”'.'.[and] to work hard.
[He said] our careers
[should] always start with
her a very strong struc-
ture.” Meanwhile, “My
mom...l cannot say
that  [she] s
kuripot, but she
taught [me]
how to be
thrifty.” Indeed,
from selling
popcorn and
blouses, Mother
Lily has come a
long way.

Photos by: Melissa Telan

Queen with a Cause
By Grace Saria

SHE’S a Math and Psychology professor,
anewspaper columnist, author of several
books, a lecturer, a consultant, a wife, and
a mother, yet she doesn’t look a day past
30.

Cad
simply in T-
shirt and
jeans,
Queena N.
Lee-Chua,
who was
recently
chosen as
one of the
Metrobank
Outstand-
ing Teachers
of school
year 2003,
greeted me
with a
warm welcome that made her chinky eyes smile
cheerily as well.

Queena is one of the few renowned Chi-
nese-Filipino who has ventured out of the tradi-
tional family business and has notably suc-
ceeded in her chosen career path. All these were
achieved with her family backing her up. “Of
course, they wanted me to go [with the family
business] if I wanted to, but I didn’t want to; so
there was no pressure naman,” Queena shares.

Although she’s 100% Chinese, Queena
relates that she grew up in an environment that
was a mixture of different cultural influences;
thus, her upbringing wasn’t of the traditional
Chinese kind. “For one thing, I didn’t study ina
Chinese school downtown; I studied in ICA (Im-
maculate Concepcion Academy)—a Chinese
school, but it’s not really, really Chinese. I speak
fluent Fookien, a little bit of Mandarin but the
language 1 use mostly is English, Taglish, and
Tagalog. So, I [may be] Chinese but there are also
a lot of American, Western, and Filipino influ-
ences.”

Despite her exposure to a variety of cul-
tures, Queena is still very proud that she’s Chi-
nese-Filipino and that she’s neither just one nor

www.ateneo-celadon.com
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the other. She uses her heritage as a stepping-
stone to foster better understanding between the
traditional Chinese and traditional Filipino cul-
tures. “I think of myself as a bridge between two
cultures. I can connect well with a Filipino audi-
ence, whether A, B, C, or D class and I can con-
ﬁ t to Chinese businessmen...as wel] ”
Queena. is not only a gem for the Fili-
pino and Chﬁwy communities but for the edy-
Cation sectot as well. She has set her goals to
helping the country better its education, focus-
ingon the fields of science and mathematics. She
#06S this through her contribution in the aca-
deme as a professor and, more importantly, by
forging connections with business people to
SPoTSer academic projects. “1 do a lot of
consultancy work for the government and there
are instarices wherein some Chinese foundations
would [ask me], ‘“We have this certain amount
of money, do you know a worthy cause?” So |
would pinpoint them to [donate to] education
[projects].”

It is not hard to see that Queena is one
person with a big and sincere heart ready to
help and reach out to all that she ¢an. She dis-
closes that her ability to draw on the strengths
of two cultures enriches her as aperson. Accord-
ing to her, the strengths of the Chinese, tradi-
tionally, would be being hardworking and
“barat” (frugal). On the other hand, the strengths
of the Filipinos are their outgoing nature and
having the value of “pakikisama.” A combina-
tion of these strengths would surely give one a
potent formula for success!

As Queena has established the beauty
of the fusion of Filipino and Chinese cultures and
their strengths, she reveals her disappointment
with many Chinese-Filipino students who shun
their heritage and neglect speaking the Chinese
language. “Bakit mo itinatak wil yung pagka-Chi-
nese mo? It's actually not a liability but an as-
set,” she points out. She also relates the irony of
the situation, because she has Filipino students
who are taking Chinese for foreign language and
they speak better Chinese than those who come
from prominent Chinese schools.

Queena further stresses that instead of
disowning their heritage, young Chinoys should
try to derive advantages from their twofold
identity and make the Filipino-Chinese commu-
nity proud of them. “There are not many of us in
the country and some Chinoys do give us a bad

Www.ateneo-celadon.com
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name, [like the] corrupf
ones. We must let evepy-
body know that the major-
ity of Chinoys are not [cor-
rupt] and are actually
trying to make the _
Philippines a g
better place to
live in.”

Queena N. Lee- ,
Chua, Ph.D. is 2 :
regular columnist. 4
of the Philippine
Daily Inquirer’s
“Eureka!” and
“Mind Games”
and has also
written a trio of books entitled, “A Book of Bless-
ings.”

First 10,000 points
By Pamela Joy Go

Photos by: Paul Ty

FUNNY.

Thatis how Fortunato Agan Co, Jr.; or Atoy
Co ashe is more famously known, would
describe himself in one word.

Fifty-
two years old
and a proud fa-
ther of four kids,
Atoy graduated
from Mapua In-
stitute of Tech-
nology as a BS
in Chemical En-
gineering ma-
jor.

T h e
road to success
from  where
Atoy  came,
however,
stretches far-
ther than that.

Atoy
grew up in the humble and quiet province of
Camarines Norte where the only game that was
played to pass time was basketball. That was
where he discovered and devel

(€00 12quiaroN) AouyH uopejan)
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oped his passion for the street game.

“I’ve been playing basketball since [ was
five or six. I joined the varsity team in high school,
and then in college. The rest is history,” he
shares.

He was a member of two grand slam
championships in the PBA in 1976 and 1983.
During his time, Atoy Co was Michael Jordan -
the most famous player in the league.

“I've been playing basketball
since | was five or six. | joined the
varsity team in high school, and

then in college. The rest is history”
1 8 &8 B B 0 B B |

t usually see in him
5% Chinese blood,
w to speak Chinese.
that in any basketball

B Chinese [at home]. It
e do not get what we

adisciplinarian father,
0 behave well — and how to

‘ s kind of Chinese up-
s closely rich Chinese

g Chinese traditions],
‘those that I find signifi-
ul. It'is usually in the cem-
ice most of the beliefs, like light-
of candles for each ancestor

o Gons (square yellow pa-
.on the middle) in the
| make the dead richer in

Atoy also teaches his
inese family values as
. in the world and are
ging up kids.

asig City, Atoy lives life
nciple-Do not do unto
ant others to do unto
le, which had guided
8, interminable as they

With the titles Philippines Basketball
ciation (PBA) Mogb Valuable Player (MVP),
pines Sports Awardee, and First Player to

score 5,000 and 10,000 points in the same leg
under his belt, does this champioped I RIEA{R: 1}
dreams left to fulfill?

“I still have d
longer for me. They”

ams, but they are ng¢
more for my children. I
O QEIRGTRGE | want to see them gradu
ate and have stabJiSl I (e B
IS AFWwith a laugh, he adds, “And
BN OGN apos in the future.”
Nowadays, his being a councilo
S him busy. During his free time
o Atoy plays golf. Basketball is
. part of his life, and will always be,
h he seldom plays it these days.
Finally, for the Chinoy youth,
¢ has this message: “When I was still
g up, there was a lot of discrimi
for us Chinoys. If you were a
during those times, it was really
the Pinoy world. Thus, yo
are luckier now thamn us
that kasama sa buhay
ang mga Chin

hard to blend
must realize tha
Now, the Filipinos
‘yung Chinoy. Huwag
values because they wilt
cess. Mahalin natin ang ro0
value these.”
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Magazine Madam
By Jason Tan

POWER PUBLISHER Lisa Gokongwei
has turned Summit Media into an interna-
tional house of glossy print. She has built
this house by bringing two sides of the
globe together with one magazine launch
atatime, pairing up modern Filipino con-
tent with Western formats in every new title

that Summit releases.

A peek into Ms. Gokongwei’s educational
background makes this successful cross-conti-
nental union of literature and layout look like an
inevitable achievement. After earning herself a
Communication Arts degree in Ateneo de Ma-
nila University, she mastered in Journalism at
Columbia University and developed a loving
long-term relationship with the newsstands of
New York City. That love has since been shipped
back to the Philippines in massive bulk and the
country has been all the more colorful for it.

At last count, Ms. Gokongwei has 13

8 www.ateneo-celadon.com |



magazine titles (to name a few: Prey
Cosmo
keepin
The diversity that she has brought to the
(coffee table, to L LT T .
be more pre-
cise) is over-
whelming, She
regularly
turns up the
controversial
steam  and
male saljya-
tion with her
local rendition e mm mm mm L]
of the sexually casual men'’s
while staying tuned-in to the
friendly
conser-
Vatives
with
publica-
tions
such as
Good
House-
keeping.
It's  a
bl -
liant
thing that
she’s able to
deal with the
responsibil-
ity of dish-
ing out teen
Candy fash-
ion tips and
Cosmo rela-
tionship
quizzes as
well. Hey,
at least
couples
taking the quizzes
can be rest assured that ¢
publisher who really
are looking for.

ily that I'm in, lwould

oy
—

hey’re in the hands

What is it that drives you to succeed?
tification that I'm in-

I think it's the ider
volved in something I like to do. The fact
what I do is somethin

sionate about keeps me going.

www.ateneo-celadon.com
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“...if l had not been born into the fam-

Publisher. Because of the training that
I've received from my family,
been forced to understand th
ness side of writing.”

------------
magazine, FHM,
tastes of family-

knows what both genders

g that I'm naturally pas-

Feature Story-

iew,

politan, Candy, Seventeen, Good House-
g and FHM) under the company’s roster.

table What are some of the key things that dis-
W mwwmw tinguish a Summit Media

publication from its West-
ern-based counterparts?
Most of our publica-
tions are licensed from foreign
8roups, but we maintain an
identity of our own because we
localize. About 90% of our staff
15 Filipino. All of the articles
are written from a point of
view of the Filipino. We use Fili-
pino writers, talents, models, photogra phers and
editors. We also Produge 5 original, local-based
Mmagazines that you might have heard about.

not be a balanced

| have
e busi-

Do you feel that your Filipino-
Chinese background has
contributed to a fresh outlook in
dealing with print media?
I'think you know the cliché that
Chinese people have more business
sense right? I would say that if I had
not been born into the family that I'm
in, I would not be a balanced pub-
lisher. Because of the training that
I've received from my family, I have
been forced to understand the
business side of writing.

Most people 1 know are
either purely Creative or purely
business. If you're purely creative
you can expect to lose a lot of
money, and if you're entirely about
business, you don’t make the stuff

that people want to buy.

Any advice for readers on how
to reach for the dream career?
Hardly anyone in college actually knows
what they really want to do. It's only around
five to six years after working that your seul

ofa tells you what you really want to do. Don’t take
yourself too seriously when you're starting
work. When you do things easily, it's because

you follow your passion. @

that
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by: Janille Anne Lim

: At 28, Michael Lim has hosted more
. than a thousand events, with an impres-
j sive list of clientele, some coming from
. the wealthiest and most prominent fami-
lies in the country.

v

2L 2oy
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F you haven’t witnessed Michael

Lim host an event, then you're

missing out on a lot. At 28, this
charming and talented fellow has be-
come the choice host among Filipino-
Chinese society circles, having hosted
more than a thousand events in the
course of his career.

Though noted for hosting all kinds
of social and corporate events, Michael is es-
pecially known for hosting weddings. Count-
less couples have availed of his services to
make their most awaited event an affair to
remember. His clientele includes those com-
ing from the wealthiest and most prominent
families in the country.

Aside from running the show,
Michael also enjoys being the brains behind
event concepts. “For a wedding, I once used
the concept of the Midsummer’s Night
Dream. Everything about the wedding was
in line with the theme. We had waterfalls,
stone walls, fountains, fairies dancing while
walking into the ballroom, and wildflowers
instead of the usual roses,” he shares. Another

Celadon Chinoy (November 2003)

Layout by: Mark Chua
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unforgettable debut concept was a “Winter in
May” theme, where the guests experienced a dif-
ferent change of season despite the sweltering
Manila heat. There was a breathtaking winter
backdrop, magical background music, and a
mysterious snow effect as the debutante walked
into the ballroom in her winter-inspired gown.

First hosting job

Michael hosted his first event back
when he was still a student at St. Stephen’s High
School. Being a talented performer, he was
asked to sing for a wedding. However, when
the wedding host failed to show up during the
event, Michael
was asked if he

wrong, but you just have to be quick to be able
to turn the table around.” Michael also enjoys
the freedom and flexibility that his job gives
him. In his spare time, he loves to travel. As
of this writing, he has just arrived from East-
ern Europe, visiting countries such as Russia,
Poland, Germany, Spain and Portugal.

Does he still feel nervous before a hosting job?
“Sometimes I [still] do. I think you have to be
abit nervous sometimes, because if you're not,
you tend to be overconfident. And once you're
overconfident, you don’t do your best.” This
mentality is what makes him maintain his im-
pressive list of clients.

would like to fill At 28,

in. He took the
challenge and the
rest is history:.

Since then,

Michael Lim has
hosted more than a Proud to be

Chinoy

Michael has gone thousand events, with One thing

on to graduate

Michael is

from De La Salle an impressive list of proud of is his

University
(DLSU) with a
Bachelor of Arts
degree in Orga-

nizational Com- most prominent

municationand a

Bachelor of Sci- families in the country.

ence degree in
Commerce, ma-
joring in Market-
ing Manage-
ment. He is currently pursuing a Master’s De-
gree in Industrial Psychology and works as a
part-time professor at DLSU, teaching Public
Speaking.

Hooked on hosting

So what s it that keeps Michael hooked
on hosting? “I get to meet a lot of people, the
pay is very well and everyone’s happy,” he says.
Aside from the energizing environment, Michael
also loves the challenge of the job. “The events |
hostare donelive,” he explains. “You only have
one shot to do it right. Sometimes things go

being a product

clientele some coming of both Chinese
from the wealthiest and o ipmoerd

tures. His abil-
ity to speak flu-
ently in Manda-
rin and English
helps him cater
successfully to
Filipino, Chi-
nese and even
foreign audiences. Aside from this ad vantage,
Michael’s culture has aided him in mastering
the art of pleasing and establishing a rapport
with both the appreciative Filipino audience
and the challenging C hinoy audience, who are
usually less expressive in their reactions.

But inside this talented Chinoy lies
not only a gifted host and event
conceptualizer, but also a person who wants
to make areal difference in other people’s lives.
His plans say itall. “At the present, I plan to
finish my Masters degree, and then pursue a
PhD because I've always wanted to be an edu-
cator, to share my talents and knowledge in
my field to other people.” @
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Chinoy writer Kr
Filipino-Chinese
helped shape P+

OHN Gokongwei, Henry Sy, Danding
Cojuangco—we’ve heard and read a lot
of things about them and we’ve become
’ ,' 0 well-versed in their rags-to-riches stories

"‘ . that we can almost recite them in our sleep.
Ql ‘ H Because of people like them, the Filipino-
Chinese have always been seen as business-

men and economic geniuses. But other than
these, what do we really know about the

Q 9.. Filipino-Chinese?

+

Sadly, even those of Chinese descent who

were educated in Chinese schools find it difficult
to trace the history of the Chinese people in the ;
Philippines. We know when the Malays came :

and when the Spaniards came, but the Chinese,
that’s another story. We usually can’t pinpoint
when they first came into contact with the Fili-
pinos. Moreover, we also don’t know the signifi-
cant contributions the Chinese have made to our
country other than their business ventures.

So, with this in mind, let’s see if we can
trace the rich past of the Filipino-Chinese cul-
. ture in this country.

The earliest account of Chinese contact
in the Philippines mentions a Chinese
who emigrated to the South Seas as the
offspring of Goen, a famous chief before
2286 B.C. Chinese scholars however con-
tradict this tale as they identify the de-
scription as belonging to a Javanese.
The legendary traveler Fa Hsien, a na-
tive of Chang-an, (the capital of the Jin
dynasty) though not the first Chinese to
come to the South Seas, was probably
the first who took a new sea route to the

Celadon Chinoy (November 2003)
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Kristine Tang traces the rich past of
S€ culture and shares how the Chinese
Philippine history

South Seas in 420 A.D. even af-
ler encountering a storm. He
was believed to have passed by

By Kristine Tang

Filipino-Chinese have always

the Philippines. been seen as businessmen and

But before things get too boring,

eéconomic geniuses, but other

let’s jump from the pre-Hispanic to the than that! what do we really know

post-Hispanic period and see the Chi-

nese figures who appeared during this

time

tions.

and their momentous contribu-

Did you know that...

Manila would have been a Chinese for-
tress had it not been for Spanish inter-
vention?

Lin Feng, also known as

Limahong, a renowned Chinese corsair,
attacked and nearly took Manila in 1574.
He would have succeeded had itnot been
for the delay of his second attack which
allowed the Spanish troops to recover.
He and his remaining men then went to
Lingayen, Panagasinan; only to be
forced out again by the Spaniards, leav-
ing his only lasting legacy, the Limahong
Channel.
Doctrina Christiana, the first book ever
printed in the Philippines, would not
have been printed had it not been for
the Chinese?

Keng Yong, a Chinese artisan,

was commissioned by the Dominican
fathers to print for them the Doctrina
Christiana.
Filipinos during the Revolution would
have had difficulty counteracting Span-
ish weaponry if not for the help of a Chi-
nese?

Wwww.ateneo-celadon.com
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about them?

Towards the end of the Spanish
colonization, the Filipino revolutionar-
ies were able to contract a Chinese
foundry worker to make for them can-
ons to be used against the Spaniards.
This unsung Chinese hero is General
Paoa.

* An Atenean was one of the major pro-
ponents in the move towards the na-
tionalization of Chinese immigrants?

Bernard Go, a graduate student
of Anthropology at the Ateneo de Ma-
nila University was a key player in the
Committee hearing of the Naturaliza-
tion Laws. He argued that if the Chi-
nese immigrants would not be made into
Filipino citizens, Communist China
would have a bloc on the existing Chi-
nese citizens in our country thereby al-
lowing the Chinese government to in-
terfere with Philippine affairs. However,
through the nationalization of immi-
grant Chinese, they were able to ven-
ture into different fields other than busi-
ness and utilize their talents to be of ser-
vice to our nation.@

Sources: Philippine-Chinese Profile: Essays and Stories; A Study of
References to the Philippines in Chinese Sources from Earliest Times to
the Ming Dynasty; Crossroads: Short Essays on the Chinese Filipinos.

Art by: Jed Segovia
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By Omar Choa

How do Chinese
from various
parts of the world

consider and relate to each other?

Read and find out.

ome Sundays ago, our church
pastor talked about human dif-
ferences and stated how Chinese in dif-
ferent countries are becoming “different”
from each other in increasingly significant
ways. He mentioned how it is gradually be-
coming more acceptable for Chinese in the
US to send their elders to homes for the
aged. It would actually be better, having no
one left to take care of them at home with
everyone away in school or at work. Such
an action, however, would be considered
atrocious by angkongs and amahs here in
the Philippines, who hold fast to ancient
Chinese values of lofty reverence for elders.
Clearly, belief systems and values systems
are changing dramatically. How, then, do
these “Chinese” relate to and consider each
other today?
I visited the Philippine Academy of
Sakya, one of the Chinese schools in the Philip-
pines whose Chinese-immigrant student popu-

lation is steadily increasing. I originally went
there planning to interview people from main-
land China, but instead ended up conversing
with two Chinoy high school sophomores.
Javvy Yu grew up in the Philippines,
where she finished grade school at Grace Chris-
tian High School. Then she left for Xiamen, China
to study Mandarin for three and a half years.
She returned to the Philippines after that to re-
sume her high school education. Meanwhile,
Abigail Lim came to the Philippines from China
when she was six-years-old, and has lived in
the Philippines since then. Even though Abigail
is not a recent immigrant, she is in constant con-
tact with the Chinese immigrants in Sakya.

Not A Pretty Picture

[ asked Javvy and Abigail to differenti-
ate Chinoys from Chinese from the mainland.
According to them, mainland Chinese tend to
quarrel more and are more pikon than Chinoys,
who tend to think first before they speak. On the
other hand, Chinoys are more frank as opposed
to their mainland counterparts, who are rather
hesitant to speak directly.

In the mainland, it is not unusual for
fishermen’s children to own personal comput-
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ers (PC). I found this fact remarkable, consider-
ing most Filipino fishermen today are probably
struggling to make a living, much more afford
PCs for their children. This is one of the perks of
China’s one-child policy.

Both Abigail and Javvy agree that men
in China are baduy dressers as compared to
Chinoys. However, Chinese women generally
(and unsurprisingly) have excellent taste in
fashion and clothing. Even miniskirts are now
socially acceptable in China, a fact that eld-
erly Chinese everywhere would probably
cringe at.

China, according to Javvy, is not
yet open to the idea of homosexuality, so
don’t expect to see cross-dressing
men on Chinese streets.

Javvy recalled a
strange phenomenon
existing in modern
Chinese homes-
mainland
Chinese call
each other
on a
proper-
name ba-
sis. But
what’s
strange
about it is
the fact
that it in-
cludes
parent-
child rela-
tionships. Ac-
cording to the
two girls, very
few people in
mainland China call
their parents “Papa”
and “Mama.” I found
this surprising, considering
that respect for elders is very highly esteemed
in Chinese culture, as evidenced by ancestral
worship.

“Chinese” #“Taiwanese”
Strangely, even Taiwanese seem to paint
quite a grim picture of mainland China and Chi-
nese. Our church has people from Taiwan who
came here to study medicine at Fatima Medical

www.ateneo-celadon.com
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College. Pearl Chen, 30, and Helen Huang, 26,
have been in the Philippines for two years and
two months now. I asked them what they
thought of Chinoys in general as compared to
main-

land Chinese and Tai-
wanese.
One of
the primary
things
Pearl and
Helen
men -
tioned
about
Chinoys
was that
they were
more con-
servative
than main-
land Chinese
or Taiwanese.
Since Pearl and
Helen spend most of
their time here either
at home or in school
only, it would be safe to
assume that most of the
Chinoys they know are from our evangeli-
cal church, so it wouldn’t be surprising to
hear them call us conservative and stuff.
Helen mentioned that the Chinoy youth she
saw here are more obedient to their par-
ents than Taiwanese youth are in general.
Also, both of them commented that both
Chinese (whether in China or Hong Kong)
and Taiwanese youth are all becoming more
and more Westernized, a phenomenon actu-
ally paralleled by Chinoy youth.

Notice that I've differentiated “Chinese”
from “Taiwanese.” Pearl and Helen re-
marked that whenever people would ask
whether they were Chinese, they would

say “no” and answer instead that they were Tai-
wanese. [ believe the same would go for the rest
of Taiwan in general. I knew that the gap be-
tween China and Taiwan was more than just
geographical, but I never imagined Taiwanese
actually going to the extent of addressing them-
selves differently in relation to Chinese. Pearl
and Helen also said that in China, restaurant
service was (and I quote) “crap,” because no
matter how well or how poorly waiters serve

R
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you, they're going to get paid the same amount
anyway. In Taiwan, however, waiters strive to
provide excellent service. This is one of the dis-
advantages that China is plagued with, being
communist nation. Somehow, these people made
more real to me the serious issues Taiwan has
with China. Helen also said that Taiwanese are
quite different from mainland Chinese -
economy-wise, politics-wise, and especially re-
ligion-wise. She claimed that most mainland
Chinese are atheists (probably due again to com-
munism). Taiwan, on the other hand, is prob-
ably more diverse in religion, with the famous
Tzu Chi foundation leading in the area of Bud-
dhism, as well as the numerous non-Catholic

—

Christian churches all over Taiwan (evangelical,
I presume).

Us and Them

When I was in high school, we had class-
mates from China and Taiwan. Our Chinese
teachers usually had higher expectations of
them, and not just that, but they were also usu-
ally the ones who got the highest grades in com-
position class (zuo wen), which is unsurprising.
We would usually for their help in translations,
and some of us even asked them to make our
compositions altogether. They learned Filipino
quite fast, which made communication easier
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among us. The say-
ing “birds of the
same feather flock to-
gether” also applies
to them. They form
their own cliques
and were not really
isolated, but consoli-
dated. I guess it’s
only natural for them
to feel more comfort-
able with fellow Chi-
nese or Taiwanese. Even in their choice of boy-
friends or girlfriends, they always or usually
choose fellow immigrants. In our high school,
they seemed to know all the other immigrants,
whatever the year level. The sad thing, though,
is that they were usually made fun of by students,
who even called them names. Discrimination
among Chinese is unhealthy yet very much alive.

Gua Si Lan Nang: I am Chinese
[ see mainland Chinese and Hong Kong
Chinese as well as Taiwanese (especially youth)
as collectively having different values from
Chinoys. Our being Pinoys, to some extent, has

www.ateneo-celadon.com
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countries are indeed
growing more and more ¢ powerand extent
apart — culture-wise,
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influenced our value system in that we’ve assimi-
lated both positive and negative Filipino values.
I would say that most non-Chinoy Chinese are
more culturally conscious and proud than
Chinoys are, in terms of Chinese art, music, and
other areas excluding tradition or religion. I very
much agree with Helen that Chinese (and Tai-
wanese) youth everywhere are becoming more
and more Western-
ized. Just look at all
the chinovelas and
the Chinese music
videos popping up,
and you'll easily see

of Westernization in
the East. If you listen
to modern Chinese or
Taiwanese music,
you know that a lot of
songs frequently
have English lines in
them. Also, the way
Chinese, Chinoys, and Taiwanese dress has been
very much influenced by the West.

It seems, in the final analysis, that Chi-
nese in different countries are indeed growing
more and more apart — culture-wise, language-
wise and values-wise. Change is inevitable, and
eventually adaptations will be made. No one
knows exactly how different Chinese every-
where will be from each other in the future, but
we must be careful and watch our step that we
might not fall into the same trap a lot of Chinese
and Chinoys have already fallen into: Discrimi-
nation (racial or otherwise) within the race. Chi-
nese from different parts of the world ought to
learn to accept each other, whatever cultural
differences there maybe. In the end, after all is
said and done, “Chinese” —whether Chinese-
American, Chinese-Thai or Chinese-Filipino—
are all still Chinese. ®
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hinovelas:

The Newest Delicac

in Town

By: Sophia Abigail Chang
Movc over local and ]___atin telenovelas—a new breed

OF soaP OPCFaS now FUIC t|'|c airwaves.

OAP OPERAS rule Philippine tele

vision. Tune in to primetime TV and

you'll know what I mean. Start from
six to nine in the evening and witness abom-
bardment of sappy, melodramatic
teleseryes, one drama
after another. However,
these days, anew trend
has sprung up. Move
over local and Latin
soap operas-chinovelas

now rule the airwaves.

What exactly is a
chinovela? Chinovela is a
term coined for Chinese soap operas dubbed in
Tagalog. The craze started when ABS-CBN aired
Meteor Garden, a Taiwanese soap based on a
popular manga (Japanese comics) called Hana
Yori Dango, last summer. This
record-breaking phenomenon be-
came so popular that other
chinovelas began arriving in droves
pretty soon, dodging its local and
Hispanic counterparts out of
primetime slots.

But what's the big deal with
these chinovelas? One attraction
would probably be the “anime” fac-
tor of the chinovela. Look closer and
you would notice that the lead ac-
tors of such series resemble anime
cartoon characters. Chinovela ac-
tors usually have a tall, lean, slightly
muscular build and sport a layered,
jagged-edge fringe often seen on
Japanese anime characters. Not only

that but the way the story is told —with the fre-
quent flashbacks and voice-over thoughts— is
similar to anime. Thus, it is no surprise that the
young (and young at heart) audience who went
gaga over anime did the same for the series.

“...just as Pinoy viewers were getting too satu-
rated from all the sappy Spanish and Pinoy
telenovelas, these chinovelas come along. The
timing was perfect.”

Second, just as Pinoy viewers were get-
ting too saturated from all the sappy Spanish
and Pinoy telenovelas, these chinovelas come
along. The timing was perfect. Sure, the plots

www.ateneo-celadon.com
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can be compared and coming down to the nitty-
gritty of it all, these soaps offer the same thing.
But hey, they’re something new, aren’t they? Here
in the Philippines, something new almost al-
ways becomes something big overnight: take the
Shawarma and Zagu craze for instance. How-
ever, the fate of these soaps is yet to be seen.

Of course, it doesn’t hurt that the actors
who play the lead roles are undeniably head-
turning. Take the four good-looking leads of Me-
teor Garden as an example.

Now that you have an idea what caught
the people’s attention, let’s take a closer look at
the plot and see if chinovelas are offering some-
thing fresh.

Even with the usual unrealistic, some-
times predictable and too coincidental happen-
ings in the story, series are still continually pa-
tronized. It has the entangled, tortuous, heart-
breaking, tear-jerking plots, virtuous central
characters and evil, merciless villains (includ-
ing the glamorously outfitted ones like Dao Ming
Si’s mom with her Marge Simpson hair), all of
which television viewers find engrossing in
varying degrees.

Soaps have that special magnetic abil-
ity to draw in viewers, interweaving the lines of
what’s reel and what's real that most would not
be able to distinguish which is which. Watching
soap operas is comparable to watching another
person’s “exciting” life unfold right before your
very eyes — episode after episode, night after
night. And since you've started watching from

www.ateneo-celadon.com
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the first episode, questions as to what happens
next will haunt you. Thus, the cycle of teleseryes,
be it Chinese, Filipino, or Spanish, continues its
supreme reign onscreen.

Whether it is for diversion, for escape,
for entertainment or for role-playing illusion
purposes, we are compelled by such shows to
stay tuned. We just love to bathe in our tears,
drown in our sorrows, and destroy in search of
vengeance —completely indulging in our emo-
tions. And yes, the audience tends to exaggerate
and overreact. Filipinos are sensationally melo-
dramatic, a little tug at our heartstrings and our
knees completely give way.

So, what’s really different from these
Chinovelas now hogging the primetime scene?
Nothing much. It's not really just the story that
people follow; it's actually the sumptuous eye-
candy.@

Layout by: Leslie CoKehyeng
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Jarl booths, loud musrc, and
loads of fun mark this year’s
1st General Assembly.

ast July 11, “Stamped,” a mini-
fair extravaganza known to
many as Celadon’s 1st general
assembly, brought to every
Celadonean a nostalgic flashback into
their high school days of jail booths,

loud music, and loads of fun.

The Colayco Multi-Purpose Hall flickered
in full color as Christmas lights, balloons
and banderitas ran its length, all to boost
that fantabulous fiesta feel. Booths — from
customary ones such as jail and marriage,
to extraordinary ones like water balloon
and dice games—were scattered around the
pavilion in ornate and flashy get-ups. A bo-
nus of cozy mats provided a makeshift pic-
nic spot for those who prefer to momen-
tarily lounge the GA away. Some final nitty-
gritty — sound system check, registration

counters
check,
BgIf o o d
stalls

and ev-
erything
was all
set.
After
the invo-

Regal registrars (from left):
Haides, Jacky, Joyce, Candice, Mysa, Caro, & Shar

cation
and welcome address led by EVP Jane Carol
Or (4 BS MIS) and President Jan Clarence Lim

check -

(4 BS ME) respectively, the celebration
started. Celadoneans circled the pavilion to
participate in the different booths. Aiming
to complete the seven-booth participation
requirement in exchange for a promising
prize, members moved from one booth to an-
other all in the hope of getting stamped
(which, apparently, is where the project got
its name). After a few more moments of
booth-hopping and merriment, members fi-
nally settled down in preparation for the
project’s planned program.

The program began with Executive Board
members clowning around as they pre-
sented a Disney-inspired production. Exag-
geration did the trick of entertaining the au-
dience, especially during an incredible im-
personation of Princess Jasmine by AVP Ex-
ternal Affairs Lorenzo Te (3 BS AMC). The
department vid-
eos followed, |§
each showing
what officers
were made of
(at least in the
comedic level) :
while show- ¥ V4 :
casing What's I, oo o amared oiows |
in store for —
members for this school year.

After a melodic presentation by the
Celadon choir, famished members flocked to
the food stalls. While the members were
cleaning their plates of mashed potatoes,
tender-juicy spare ribs, and baked macaroni,
their visual appetite was having a feast of
its own as they watched the slick moves of
the Celadon dance troupe, led by dance diva
Charlene Chua (4 BS MIS). Finally for des-
sert, a sweet serenade presented by two
guest Atenean acousticians lulled the night
away.

“Stamped” can basically be narrowed
down into three things: great food, pure fun,
and effortless fitting-in. And so, as the
Christmas lights went off, and the decora-
tions were stowed away, project heads
Angeline Go (3 BS ME), Donna Tan (2 BS MGT),
and Stephanie Go (2 BS ME) went home
tired, yet fulfilled and pleased to know that
other orgs now have an idea of what makes
a perfect general assembly. @

Celadon Chinoy (November 2003)
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Focvs:
Mooncake Mania

In

Buhay Celac

ELADONEANS and friends gathered
eagerly at the Multi-Purpose Hall last
September 12 to celebrate one of the
most awaited events of the year: The Mid-
Autumn Festival Dice Game (or Pua Tiong
Chiu). Dubbed as “Mooncake Mania” this
year, this Celadon tradition started in 1985.
“Mooncake Mania”, like all the other
mooncake events, turned out to be another
smashing success for the organization.
Prizes were placed in a heap on tables, which
were covered with red tablecloth (there were around
fifteen). Large bowls and dice were given. The
players, whilst munching on mooncakes, drinking
free coffee and gulping down ice cream, practiced
their luck on the bowl while waiting for the program
to start. The excited chatter, along with
exclamations and tinkling sounds, soon began to
fill the hall.

With Jason Tan and Jalene Tiu hosting the
event, Celadon President Jan Clarence Lim gave
some opening remarks, followed by a “shake-ya’-
booty” performance of the Jazz Dance Troupe Girls.
After the facilitators on each table laid out the rules
and ice-breakers, the games began.

Everyone had their own distinct style in
tossing the dice. Several people tossed casually
while a few took a longer time shaking the dice quite
vigorously. Others blew for luck, and some even
went as far as chanting spells.

The prizes, which thankfully weren’t boring
old hopias, were as follows: One red [or four] (shiu
chai) gets three Mentos candies. Two reds (di chin)
have a choice of a mug, a clapper, or a hanky. Three
reds (sam hong) beget a pillow or a water bag. Four
of a kind except reds (si chin) gets a car screen
piggy (or rather, panda) bank, or a

’

by: Janille Anne Lim

Among all the legends which explain the history of the Mooncake Festival, the most famous is one which also
has its roots in Chinese history. Back in the thirteenth century, when the Chinese were oppressed by the Mongols, it is
said that mooncakes — which Mongols did not eat — were the perfect vehicles for hiding and passing along plans for their
rebellion. And on that fateful day, the fifteenth day of the eighth month, they successfully threw off their oppressors.

Today, Chinese all over the world commemorate this ev

by: Eiza Chua

CD rack. Straights or two
Three of a kind (tui teng)
gets the foldable chair
with sandalan and pouch,
and lastly, the highest
(chiong wan) gets the Super Sleeping Bag.

During the ten minute break, a short skit about
the legend of the moon was presented by Lorenzo
Te (3 BS AMC) and Hannah Audrey So (2 BS MIS).
After that, sponsors called out raffle numbers to
give away free gift certificates courtesy of
Superbowl of China and gift packs from Genesis
Iced Coffee to lucky winners. Wall clocks were also|
given away.

A few tables went through the game as
fast as 30-45 minutes; others took as long as two|
hours. At the end, everyone (well, not really
everyone) contentedly lugged their prizes home.
Although not every player may agree, in my|
opinion, the P200 entrance fee was more than worth
the prizes, if not the enjoyment.

Congratulations to Robelle Ngo, Edz Hao,
Allan Go, Norman Telan, Joyce Gotamco, Ronald
Tang, Joanne Tan,
Sherwin Ngo, Jumie
Pua, John Peter
Pineda, MM Arranz,
Ryan ‘Ollie’ Dy,
Clarissa Kaw,
Charlene Chua, £
Kendrick Saavedra
and Mhir de la Santos
for winning the
chiong wan prize! May you all use those sleeping
bags in good health (and also after cramming those
never-ending projects). To all the other players
(including me), oh well, better luck next year. &

WHEN the moon is at its brightest, the Chinese
know that the Mid-Autumn (or the Mooncake)
Festival has come. Falling on the fifteenth day of
the eighth month of the Chinese lunar calendar,
the Mid-Autumn Festival is a special celebration
when the Chinese get together to honor beauty,
bra:ery and the richness of Chinese culture and
tradition.

en through dancing, feasting, games and of course, eating

the delectably fillingmooncakes, all under the gleam of the full Mid-Autumn moon.
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Celadon-sponsored /fowit'— a hit!

By: Eiza Chua

CELADONEANS gathered at Meralco Theater last August 9 to catch “Honk! The Ugly
Duckling,” a musical produced by Trumpets Philippines. Meralco Theater was packed
that evening, thanks to Celadon’s Marketing and Finance Department, who spon-

sored half the seats in the theater.

liver Ryan “Birdie” Salva (3 BS MIS), VP

for Marketing and Finance, explains

why Celadon chose to sponsor a
musical, instead of a movie, this year. “For one,
it had great potential [only three seats were
unsold, in fact]. Also, it was never done before
[in Celadon].”

Just like all fairy tales, the Honk! team
had their own share of dilemmas too. For one, a
few days before the project, ticket sales were
still “nervously” slow. However, the Honk! team
held their head up high and went through the
adventure of finding viewers, who eventually
found themselves lucky to have bought a ticket.
And so, even without the help of any fairy
godmother, the team was able to pull it off and
you obviously know how the team lived ever
after the event - happily.

On The Play

“Honk!” is a modern-day retelling of
Hans Christian Andersen’s “The Ugly Duckling.”
The musical has won an array of prestigious
awards, including the Laurence Olivier Award
for Best Musical, the FNB Vita Award in South
Africa, and the Elliot Norton Award
in USA, showing that it appeals to
audiences of all ages.

The story centers on Ugly,
who is hatched from an egg but has
features that are very much different
from his siblings. Ridiculed by his
own family and everyone else, except
for his mom Aida (Carla Martinez/
Agot Isidro), Ugly is easily driven
away by a tomcat who wanted to eat
him. Soon, he runs away from home
and gets lost. While Ida searches for her son,
Ugly goes on an adventure, meeting a multitude

of colorful characters like Greylag the Goose,
Lowbutt the cackling hen and Queenie the Cat
along the way. The paths of mother and son
finally cross when Aida discovers Ugly frozen
during a blizzard. Like all fairy tales, he
survives and, in the end, transforms into a
beautiful swan. We all know what happens
next.

Actors Sheila Francisco, Nanette
Inventor, Noel Rayos, Tonipet Gaba, Sweet
Plantado, Analiza Zialcita, Mayen Bustamante,
Mylene Rosal, Bongoy Manahan, and Loy
Martinez, newcomers Rychard Everly, John
Muhall, Paolo Valenciano, and Lana Jalosjos
made the play a delight to watch.

The acting was remarkable, the special
effects were superb and the costumes, designed
by Gino Gonzales, were simple but effective.

The script, by Anthony Drewe, was
witty and hilarious, as well as inspiring. As it
was set in today’s modern times, it uses
everyday language so people can relate more to
the message.

“Honk!” ran on Saturdays from August
1 to September 7. &

Photo by: Olive

Colorful costumes, a superb script and
apowerhouse cast made “Honk” pure
delight to watch

Layout by: Lady Krystle Tanmantiong
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STUDENT
BACUANGE 2003

Read about what happened during the ADMU-DLSU Studnt Ex-

By: Olive Go R

change for Celadon and Englicom members, as experienced by

one of the event organizers.

the benches in Xavier Hall. It was September

5, the day when all the weeks of tireless plan-

ning would finally be realized, for members of

Englicom — the De La Salle University (DLSU)

counterpart of Ateneo Celadon — will leave their

barracks at Taft and get the chance to visit our
Loyola roost.

In the beginning, things were not going

as planned because the most important element of

I WAS A BUNDLE of nerves as I sat on one of

y StephanieOngsiyping

my project was missing —the Englicom members,
who were apparently running late. My heart raced
as each minute flew by with the La Sallians still
nowhere to be found. I needed to know what was
taking them so long, so I sent a text message to
my contact in Englicom, who told me that they
were still stuck in traffic. Upon hearing this, I hur-
riedly asked my partner Stephanie Ongsiyping (2
BSMGT-H) to help me come up witha contingency
plan. Then, I went to the visitors’ parking lot to
wait for the five students from the University of
the Philippines (UP) who would be joining us. By
the time everyone arrived, it was nearing lunch-
time.

www.ateneo-celadon.com
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After a brief round of introductions, we
divided the participants into two groups. The first
group were toured around campus, while the other
group had Group Dynamics (team-building activi-
ties more conveniently termed “GD’s”) and sat in
some classes of Celadon members to get a feel of
whatit's like being Atenean. After a tiresome yet
fun-loaded tour, we proceeded to the cafeteria for
alate lunch.

After sampling some Atenean food, our
“Green” visitors were given some free time to hang
out with their “Blue” friends. This, after all, must
be their primary reason for going to Ateneo. We
all met up in the Colayco Multi-Purpose Hall a
few hours later, and the group who had the GD/
Sit-in combo proceeded to the campus tour, and
vice versa.

A culminating activity in the Social Sci-
ence Building Case Study Room (SS-CSR) fol-
lowed after the second half of the visit. Afterwards,
the Englicom members were then serenaded a few
songs by our very own and very talented Celadon
choir. Subsequently, a video showcasing the age-
old Ateneo-La Salle rivalry was shown: It started
with the classic basketball rivalry and ended with
the two schools being friends. Finally Celadon
President Clarence Lim (4 BS ME) gave the con-
cluding remarks.

As the visit came to a close, everyone
bonded over turon and Zesto. Souvenirs were
passed around and countless pictures were taken.
And so, temporary good-byes were said, as ev-
eryone agreed to meet each other again next sea-
son. @
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CHINOVYS
ON THE

CATWALK

_Photos by: Paul Ty

EVERAL years ago, you would  “My godmdher offered togwe odeling
rarely hear the word “Filipino- lessons becaus she didn’t have any;;}n;j to do.
Chinese” and “model” in the same  (smiles) So I starged taking lessons at hﬂ;hmm‘

sentence. Many Chinoys back then didn't V¢ Saturday atmidnight. Then she passed

K 1ol iousl P deredit ™ application i} whieh, coincidentlly, the
take modeling seriously and considered it people from the fmo lmg industryl were

as “un-Chinese”. Until now, the modeling interested, so I gotthe’ ]ob Now, with sehool,
industry has never been noted for its domodeling unde &
Chinoy dominance. However, unlike
before, more Chinoys have opened their . ’

. 2 ‘When people come up to you and tell you
minds about working as amodel. Letus that they don’t need you for the job. Well, in the
hear the stories of 5 young Clm1()_\’ models. first pla—ce, they were the ones asking for you to

go to the auditions. They were the ones asking
Christina Chen me to do something for them and then they end
up telling me : T
CHRISTINA CHEN remarkably manages to that they
ramp model for brands such as Freeway and didn’t like it.
Mango while still struggling through high It's  pretty
school. She originally came from Taiwan and bad.”
can speak fluent Mandarin, English, and
Filipino. Lately, she is trying to master French. Hassles...

The disappointmen ts..

_. Dreaming to become a diplomat one day, she “I'have skin
© works hard in ensuring her future success. asthma. I can’t
I~ stay under the
}} Her take on modeling... sun for too
. “It feels good to know that somebody is into  long. My skin
d your be auty but you have to take modeling as is really
‘\Z;\ something normal because there are a lot more sensitive and
2  beautiful people out there.” it's hereditary
S so there’s no
s Getting in the industry... medication for
° it. It just goes
Q

O
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away. [When modeling] you really have to take
good care of your skin.”

Aspirations...

“I want to become an ambassador. | am
planning on taking Diplomatic Relations in
college. Right now I am taking lessons in French
and piano every Saturday. It's hard work and
my schedule is pretty hectic but that's my goal.”

Lily Ann D. Chu

LILY CHU can certainly be described as all-that.
She graduated cum laude from UP Diliman with
a degree in BA Psychology, and can sing, dance,
host, and act quite splendidly. She was part of
“Singles”, a dating show in ABC-5, and is
currently co-hosting a program called Double
Team in IBC-13. She also plans to get a Masters
Degree in Theater Arts. Looks, talents and
brains— indeed, she’s certainly got it all.

Her take on being a model...

“To tell you the truth, I don’t like to think of
myself as a model. It is not the only thing I do,
and when people ask, I tell them that I am an
actor/singer/host/model. Modeling is the least
of my priorities, but I guess since we have to
give everything a label, I guess you could call
me a model ... but it's just not the primary thing
['do. I, however, definitely consider myself as
entertainer, a performer, and many times I
demarcate the small society I move around in”

Perks of the work...

“It feels great doing what I do because I think
being in the entertainment industry keeps you
young--you work fewer hours than the average
day-jobber, and you make just as much money,
if not more. More importantly, being in front of
an audience gives me such a rush every time.”

On loving what she does...

“Tlove what I do because I love being watched,
and I love being pretty and dressing up! I love
meeting new people, and I love fashion and
movies and music and the whole society that
some people may frown upon as pretentious,
but it is something that entertains me. You have
to have the inclination for the nature of the
industry, I guess. It's so nice to walk down the
Greenbelt strip and know practically
everyone!”

www.ateneo-celadon.com

Champoy.

The obstacles in being a Chinoy model...

“A lay-out artist really wanted to cast me for
a shoot he was doing and presented my pictures
to the client who declined because they said they
did not want a Chinese face, but a tisay face
instead. It is usually like that here. If you stick
around long enough, though, you will find that
there is a small niche for chinitas/chinitos. At
times, that is really the look they want.”

Her goal...

“I' want to host/co-host a lifestyle segment
for a top channel, like dos or siete. Incidentally,
Iam currently co-hosting a sports/lifestyle show
on IBC 13 called Double Team. You can catch it
every Sunday at 2:30 pm! So today IBC 13, and
tomorrow the world!”

Ronan A. Chua

BESIDES being a campus patroller for Magic89.9,
Ateneo’s Ronan Chua is a senior studying AB
Communications. His past works involve
modeling for Mossimo, Human and Folded and
Hung, doing promotions for Sun Cellular and
hosting various events and gigs.

.
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His take on being a model...

“At first  had the impression that once you're
a model-wow! You're a model. But that is not
the case in reality.”

A little tidbit about the business...

“There are levels of status quo in the modeling
industry. There are the glam models, the ones
you see in really popular magazines and
commercials. Then there are anonymous types,
like us, who have fashion shows and some
commercials. Then at the lower end, [there are
those who] do promotional [work].”

His first steps...

“I never really saw myself as a model but I
jumped into it by accident. Two years ago there
was a model search held by a teen’s magazine.
My mom, wanted my sister to join but when
she approached the school for permission, the
nuns didn’t allow it. My mom thinking that it
would have been a waste, told me, “Why not
take the chance? You'll never know.” I was really
hesitant because this was the time when I had
just lost a lot of weight. Before, I weighed 242
Ibs. My mom saw the change and it was
probably something for me to try out. After I
passed the audition, two days later they called
me up for a 1* screening then a 2" screening...
then I got in. So, I was part of the 1* batch of
Meg's Circle of Friends.”

Modeling as a hobby...

“I wouldn’t exactly call modeling as a career.
I see it more like a hobby. The reason that I'm
sort of sticking to it is because of my health, as a
way of maintaining my physical state of being.”

Ambition...

“On the physical level, I aim to perfect my
physical imperfections. But on the economic
level, I want to finish college and get a stable
job--not necessarily a high paying one, but
definitely the salary has to be definable.”

The downside...

“Insecurities! It was very difficult for
me to overcome the fact that here [ was making
it as a model. And there is also the fact'that we
are trapped by time. One can only do so much.
There have been times when I could have gone
to a lot of auditions but I had school, which
needed to be prioritized. Sometimes I can’t help

regretting some of the opportunities I have
missed.”

Alexandra Chu

ALEXANDRA CHU, ajunior in Chiang Kai Shek
College studying Computer Science, is a down
to earth, practical woman who sees modeling
as an opportunity to gain work experience. She
is currently the image model of Conca.

Why she models...
“I model to gain some experience, to have fun
and at the same time make use of opportunities”

The hardships...

“It's such a vanity case. You have to be
vain so you can be prepared all the time. You
always have to be presentable. Every morning
you have to take time with your appearance
because one minute there’s an interview and
the next minute you have another event.
Sometimes you just want to forget about it all
because it is embarrassing that you have to face
everybody who are all presentable and you're
not. There is also the fact that there is always
someone more beautiful than you. It's very scary,
that’s why you always have to be prepared.”

Against the traditional...

“At first, my father didn’t approve
because it was very “un-Chinese” but my

www.ateneo-celadon.com




S

mother
wanted me to gain some
experience, just for fun.
Fortunately, my mother
rooted for me.”

To stay or not to stay
in the industry...

“I dream of being
a commercial model
maybe for a clothing
brand because I have a
weakness for shopping.
But dreams aside, [ would
not stay in this career for
a long period of time. I
want to teach kids ‘
someday. That’s what I
truly want.” £

Obstacles as a Chinoy model...

“In this industry, it's hard being a
Chinoy. They always choose the mestiza because
they have the x-factor of looking more unique,
although there are Chinoys that model but still,
they prefer the taller ones with bigger eyes.”

Grace Saria

Chinoy’s very own Grace Saria (4 AB COM) not
only appears in various fashion shows but also
does promotional work for high profile
corporations such as Coca-Cola, Nokia, Globe
and Del Monte. When she’s not busy modeling,
she whips up articles for various publications,
tinkers with HTML and spends time with her
boyfriend Oli, with whom she had put up a
baking business with, called Chocolate Fantasy.

Her take on modeling...
“I believe modeling is a good stepping stone in
developing my character and personality.”

How she got started...

“An agent approached me in a mall and
gave me her card. She told me to come to their
office for a Video Tape Recording (VTR) if [ was
interested. I was skeptical at first because it
might have been some exploitation scheme of
some sort but I'd never know if I didn’t try right?
So I went and tried out the industry, and I'm
thankful that I did because it's enjoyable and a
good source of extra income, too.”

www.atene« :-vcludon.com
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How much she earns...
“Depends on the

event...for promotion work it

ranges from P1000 to P3000

[per gig].”

How her family sees her
modeling...

“At first, they were
skeptical. My parents told me
gazillions of stories about
past models that were lured
by more tempting offers than
what the modeling business
can offer. I guess it’s just
normal that they were
concerned. But now, my
family sees my modeling as a
sideline job and is proud that I'm into earning
money early on in my life, because when they
were at my age, they didn’t really concern
themselves with earning money for the future.”

The difference in being a Chinoy...

“Well, physically, I think my fair skin is
a plus factor and other models attribute my
usually clear skin to my Chinese heritage.”

How people around her perceive her...
“I'm amused with how people perceive
me differently. I guess they’re just surprised to
see that I'm working. As for my friends, they’re
V e r y
supportive of
my work and
want to join in
t h e
bandwagon as
well. T think
they feel that
I'm privileged
to have these
sideline jobs
while I'm still
studying.” @

Layout by: Cami Dalusong
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Read on as Chinoy staffer Ann Yu takes you around
the metropolis in search of the best-tasting Yang

Chow Fried Rice.

s I was browsing over the list of

articles to do for this issue, my eyes

were drawn towards these 4
golden words: Yang Chow Fried Rice.
Being my vain self, I instantly assumed that
the good and gorgeous people of Chinoy
decided to include an article about it after
reading my application for Chinoy, where
[had explicitly stated that Yang Chow Fried
Rice is my favorite dish. Naturally, I had to
offer my services. Reviewing Yang Chow
Fried Rice is a tough job, but as they say,
someone has to doit.

Rating: 1-5 shrimps, 5 shrimps

being the tastiest

Gloria Maris, Cainta

Location: Near Sta. Lucia Mall

Time open: 10a.m.-10 p.m.

Options:.

* Big serving — good for 8 people and costs P350

® Small serving— good for 2 to 3 people and costs P140
Comments

The first thing I look for in Yang Chow Fried
Rice is the shrimp, since some restaurants
scrimp on this very important ingredient. For
this serving, there were enough shrimps— not
too much to make it Shrimp Fried Rice, but just
enough. There were enough pieces of meat and

peas, as well. Nevertheless, it lacked flavoring.
[t didn’t have the subtle salty flavor common to
Yang Chow.

Rating

ceee

4 Shrimps

It would have been better if it had more flavor,

Gloria Maris, Araneta

Location: Araneta Coliseum
Time open: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Small serving:

This also serves two to three people, but
it only costs P100, 40 bucks cheaper than the
one served in their Cainta branch.
Apparently, prices in Gloria Maris branches
vary. These prices are determined by the
manager, and his decision depends on the
location of the branch. Since this branch is
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lied Rice Challenge

by Mary Angela®Yu

not near any residential subdivisions, their
prices are lower.

Comments

The serving had enough pieces of shrimps,
peas and meat. The rice was also of good quality,
meaning it had the right degree of “chewiness”.
[ also liked this serving more than that of the
other branch, since it was saltier and had more
flavor. In fact, one of the good things about Yang
Chow Fried Rice is the fact that it can stand on
its own as a full meal so one can eat it even
without any viands.

Rating

55

Shrimps

C

The mixture of flavoring and saltiness was
perfect. This branch also has a cozy atmosphere,
perfect to a post-UAAP-game dinner.

Hei Chin Lou

Location: Pasav Road, near Power Books
Time oper: 10a.m -1
Serving: The serving that t

two people. It costs P12

r feeds one to

Comments

What can I say? I really Bked their serving
of Yang Chow Fried Rice. Not anly &id
the right amount Ingre

Rating

L AAAR

5 Shrimps

Sarap to the grain!

Mann Hann

Location: The Spa Building, Libis

Time open: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.

Serving: Their serving of Yang Chow, at P150, is
enough for 3 people.

Comments

The serving did not offer enough shrimps,
and in fact, the shrimps in it were small ones.
Furthermore, as opposed to the other servings
above, Mann Hann’s Yang Chow Fried Rice
barely had peas in it. However, it did
compensate by having more pieces of meat than
done so by adding more flavor. This serving
lacked the normally salty flavor of Yang Chow
Fried Rice. In fact, to me, it did not taste much
like Yang Chow. Instead, it tasted more like
ordinary fried rice.

Rating

cee

shrmmps — The kevword is more.e
Layout by: Melody Wong
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Learning experience

xam,

F4 Fever

(night before e (dl;‘ln; YAhcA:xrumAme Lord, help mel di na | wehehe, talagang hindi
> : ako magcracram ulit it
a a.m.) following day...) ka na uwulit!
> €ram | crap... mental block! hehehe
cram - N/s
cram Y e
/

this F4 look will make
me the ultimate chick

what the?” how am I
supposed to stand out

now? ¢ <
C -
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P
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argh... maybe I'll get|
lucky in English class. |

|
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COMTECH
in this technological Computer Technology
epoch of computers is truly the course
to be!
. —%
s TAP
X v A )\

what the?! can't you
see i'm busyl?

BS ComTech:
¢~ |Communicatio
echnology

Mentos - the fresh maker

nakul paano na ‘tol?
gogawin ko?! hinahanap
nanaman ako ni Brunol

Yearbook pictorials

I v
| gotta look gwapo for my
yearbook pictorials

‘SANG ORAS KA NANG
NAGSUSUKLAY! TAPOS
KA NA BA?Y

doesn’t matter what
comes, fresh goes
better with life
with mentos [ '
resh & full of .,

¢

ok, cool ka lang mr
photographer. just one
more final touch

W

nothing gets to you
staying fresh
staying cool

’
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good morning
class!




Indeed, Celadon has been busy - so busy to the point of going beyond the boundaries of it
department's projects and reaching out to help other institution_s, as evidenced by the following

-~
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Chinoy Culture On Your Coffee Table

Al this moment in history, many Chinese Filipinos are searching for their
identity by tracing their roots: they are trying 1o find their place in society
by rediscovering their heritage: they are preparing for a future in which
the relationship with their adoptive is changing yet again, and calls even
more for mutual understanding - an understanding that has to begin with
their own understanding of themselves, Chinese Filipinos is an attempt
1o begin writing this point in history and altemp! such a grand feat.
Chinese Filipinos is a product of the cooperation of those who believe
that the unique Chinese-Filipino heritage is not yel lost and that it is
worth saving and remembering. This book is a collaboration of Ateneo de
Manila University Chinese Studies Program, Xavier School, and Jesuit
Communications Foundation, Inc. Clintan Palanca wrote the main text,
and an editorial team composed of Dr. Ellen Palanca, Jonathan Chua,
and Aristotle Dy, SJ wrote most of the captions. Felix Mago Migusl
designed the book, using materials from some of the country's best
photographers, foremost of which are Jurgen Freud, Nico Sepe, Denise
Weidon, and Sonny Yabao. In order to make il accessible 10 a wide range
of pecple, the book will be sold at a very reasonable price of lwo
thousand two hundred pesos (PhP2,200).

‘Chinese Filipinos is a must for anyone - regardless of ethnicity - who
wants to know more about the beauty and intricacies that envelop

Chinese-Filipino culture. c/o Chinese Studies Program

s o 's Department - has been
reunited with s founding presidesn son Lee Fiores (center, right
picture). Wilson, 3s ke Wees 0 be o . @stablished our organizalion
with Michas! Chua 2nd Cathy See Villanseradn 1985, More than 110
members applied during 2 res-Say recreliment period. Some proposed
projects were support for e Amsac Scholmrshp Fund, acguaintance
partly and Chinese Moon Festva colchoafon. =
Now a much-acclaimed writer for Phifgpes Star Wilson s amazed io
hear the growth of what was omce = 2 d=am of 55 He has
enthusiastically provided atwice snd zsastence whenewer Be can He
also introduced us 1o Anvil Execaive Clut == sancaten & joung
Filipino-Chinese entrepreneurs. whers e = Ssecutee Vo= Peset
Anvil invites prominent personaites
diplomatic and socio-civic sectors monthly
It was a privilege for Celadon lo have atenges 2 :
24 with past Presidential Adviser Mr. Danle Aag cevis == o
September 28 with Senate Presiden! Frashin C T :
invitation of Wilson and Anvil President Mr. Rosald &an %2 4o
members have been very accomodating, supporteg Calstar = e
such as Honk! The Ugly Duckling & Link: the Talk Seves

A Talk To Remember

It was an educational afternoon in the Social Sciences Building AVR o
July 14, 2003 when Richard Chu came to visit Enlightening the audiens
aboul- the different aspects of Chinese life in the Philippines spannin
from the Spanish era to the present, Mr. Chu shared some of his finding
and research results for a little over an hour

A Ph.D. holder from the University of Southern California, Mr. Chu wa
invited to speak by the Chinese Studies Program (headed by Chair D
Ellen Palanca). He offered explanations on how the Filipino-Chinese c
today came to be what they are. He aiso spoke of the many roles th
Chinese played in the Philippines in different eras, even focusing. o
certain families by tracing their roots back to China and sludying how eac!

. @eneration’s members lived in and were treated by society. Althcugh hi:

research focused mosty on the Filipino-Chinese population in Manila, i
offered some insight and changed some of the stereotypical views on the
Filipina-Chinese back then, -Nats Chai

Frisbees for Footballs

- Last August 22 to 23, Celadoneans wer:
invited to compete in a sporting even
right in the heart of Makati City. No, this
was not basketball, amidst the ongoint
UAAP heat. It was something different
as our amateur participants soon founc
out in the grassy flelds of San Lorenzc
grassy fields of San Lorenzo Park They were
introduced to what looked like an American foothall
game, with no tackles and with frisbees in lieu of the
4 usual oblate rubber balls. This event, as if no other
title suis it better, was aptly called the Jack and Jil
_ Nova Frisbee Series. And so, after all the mud, sweat.
! and cheers, we are proud to announce that our very
own Charson Yu (2 BS MGT, Externals manager}
_ bagged the MVP distinction, despite being a novice at
~ the sport. Congratulations Charson! -Cheson Sy

b + " Chimoy Inspires

» . Mr. Henry Francis Espiritu, UP Cebu alumni and
teaching assistant to Dr. Manny Dy, Jr., sent two
copies of this year's Chinoy first issue to his alma
mater. Upon reading our publication, the students in
UP Cebu were impressed with Celadon and were
inspired to put up a Fil-Chi organization of their own.
As a matter of fact, they are already planning to go
to Ateneo during their semestral break 1o observe
how Celadon is functioning. -Jules Ang

. "R Japan Invades Ateneo!
) * Last September 5. Celadon.
assisted Kaisa Para Sa
Kaunlaran (at Ms. Teresita
Ang See's request) by touring
. 19 students and gne professor
(currently taking up Chinese
1A i Studies) from Aichi University
in Japan. After exploring the whole sireich of the Loyola grounds, they
were unanimous in choosing the Ateneo Art Gallery to be their favorite
Atesea spot -Jules Ang

Celadon Goes To Malacanang
5 Last September 11 in time for the
B Mid-Autumn  Festival, Celadon,
along with cther Alliance of
Filigino-Chinese Students
(AFICS) members, was inviled by
¥t the Grand Family Association
aiis [Mroagh Benito J. Hoj to dinner
= President Gloria Macapagal
femes = e Misacatses Pzaoe -Clareace Lim
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After all the progress we’ve had

in our history, how can some of

today’s women still be raised to
serve the men in the family?

ALWAYS contradict this statement, but I
know at the back of my mind
that sometimes it's still true. Ever since I
was a little girl, I've tried so hard to prove that
the statement
is outdated.

=vd M
H

=L
rtH
that has unfairly put women in a more
vulnerable position than men. %
As a child, I saw how my family favored
the boys more than the girls. They always ~ Poston Panea,
got the better rooms, the better toys and denote a wrien
the newer appliances. It did not seem fair usiatin:
to me that they got what they wanted because
they were thought to be more important. Boys
were allowed to do whatever they wanted and I
was stuck with doing all the work. I was always
forced to do household chores supposedly as
preparation for when I would have my own fam-
ily. But the more they forced me to try to become
a good housewife, the more I rebelled.
I tried my best to do well in school and show
my family that not all girls were dumb and con-
tent to be submissive. There were occasions when
they tried to put me down and tell me that I will
never be as smart
asa boy. I wanted

Looking back, I “1 wanted to tell them they were right—I will EEGREIRGENRGEY
remember my- never be as smart as a boy because I am smarter EEUSIERNEEFAIE
self being over than a boy!” will never be as

competitive
when it came to
boys and a bit more indulgent towards my
fellow girls. Up until now, I still strive hard to
beat out guys, or at least be in the same league
as they are. I feel the need to challenge their
capabilities and crush them whenever I can.

I grew up in a culture that overprotected
women because they were seen as weak and
delicate. Now, I find myself detesting the free-
dom and assumed superiority that boys have.
Men are seen as the stronger, smarter and more
courageous sex; in this context, girls simply
become their complements, decorations that
are destined to grow up to be their supportive
and loving wives.

After all the progress we’ve had in our his-
tory, how can some of today’s women still be
raised to serve the men in the family? What
innate superiority do men have over women,
allowing them to order women around? There
is no doubt that double standards in the treat-
ment of men and women commonly happens
in Chinese-Filipino households. And the sad
fact is people accept it as part of tradition. I do
understand that this partiality stems from
having a culture where only sons can carry
on the family name. But this is a technicality

smart as a boy
because 1 am
smarter than a boy! When I started taking home
medals proving academic achievements, they
insisted that I only got good grades because I put
in so much effort. They never believed a girl could
be that smart and I almost started to believe them.
Still, my resolve kept me going.

I firmly believe that gender has nothing to do
with what one makes of his/her life. Success de-
pends on the individual. Although at times my
family still thinks I should just prepare myself
to become a “proper” wife, they have finally
come to accept that [ have my own life to live. I
chosen to become a woman of my own rather
than just be just someone’s decoration. I will
find myself not behind someone else’s shadow
but instead on my own two feet and making a
name for myself.@

J Jill is currently looking for

the ideal partner. If you can
tolerate her craziness and
weirdness, you should get in
touch with her for an
interview.
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Kobe Chicken Scallop Crab Claw & Crab Cake

| ... we're Rnown for serving the best!
Contact us: 628 Ongpin Street, Binondo, Manila. Tel: 2429765/29766




